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Dear Child Survivors,
This edition of 
Connections details 
a new project for 
CSH. There are many 
child survivors of the 
Holocaust worldwide 
who were never 

reunited with their families and in fact have 
no knowledge of their own personal family 
history. Now after many years have passed 
and as parents and grandparents themselves 
their need to find out who they truly are has 
become more urgent. Please take the time 
to read about this special project to help 
child survivors possibly find surviving family 
members, there is a form you might like to 
fill in as part of the first survey, which is the 

last page of our newsletter.
The Jewish Holocaust Centre understands 
the child survivors need to have more 
opportunities to share their Holocaust 
experience with the wider community. 
There will be a Child Survivor Panel 
Discussion  on Sunday 12 July, 2.00pm – 
4.00pm,  headed by Dr Paul Valent. We will 
be sending you an invitation soon and look 
forward to your supporting this important 
event, please enter the date 12.7.2015 in 
your diary.
To any of our members or their families 
experiencing difficulty at this time, we send 
your our best wishes for a speedy recovery.
Warm regards.

viv.
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Introduction

Claims Conference Update
We have been following up the progress of CSH 
compensation applications and wish to advise the following:
On 27 May, 2015 the Claims Conference annojunced it 
has started to make the first payments for the newly 
established Child Survivor Fund.
Survivors who have applied should receive acknowledgment 
of their applications within 60 days of receipt. If someone 
has applied but has not received an acknowledgement after 
60 days tghat the Claims Conference has received their 
claim, please advise Jewish Care (Victoria) on 8517 5999 
or the Claims Conference directly.
The compensation money will be sent from Claims 
Conference in New York and NOT Jewish Care (Victoria). 
The Claims Conference will advise child survivors directly 
when their claim status changes.
NO cutoff date has been set at this time, for anyone still 
working on their application form please continue to do so.  
If you have any queries or questions on how to fill out your 

form, please contact Jewish Care on 03 8517 5999.
For eligible CSH waiting on their A2 2015 Life Certificates, 
Jewish Care advise they are running late this year but they 
are being sent out now.
If any CSH members have any general questions (similar 
to the ones above), please email me at viv.parry@bigpond.
com and I will ask Jewish Care on your behalf.

Jewish Children in the Drancy internment camp, 
France 1942. Photo: Memorial de la Shoah
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My name is Henryk Kranz and 
I was born in January 1938 in 
Boryslaw in then Poland, now 
Ukraine,  my parents were 
Francis and Zygmunt  Kranz.  
We were fortunate in that at the 
start of the 1939 war we came 
under Russian occupation. 
This was because of the pact 
established between Russia 
and Germany to divide Poland 
between them.  My father   who 
was an industrial chemist was 
working at the start of the war in 
the petroleum industry and kept 

that position during the Russian occupation allowing us to 
lead essentially normal unaffected lives.
Following the outbreak of war between Germany and 
Russia and the invasion of our area in June 1941 our 
situation changed dramatically. Jews in Boryslaw had to 
move into a ghetto and my father was put to work in a 
labour brigade.
Fortunately while out working my father met a Polish 
man Josef Baran who invited him to his home while an 
“action” was occurring and Jews were being collected 
for transport in trains. They met this way on several 
occasions and a friendship gradually developed. My father 
was invited to bring me and my mother to his home to 
escape transportation and we got to know him and his 
wife Eleonora.
In time it was decided that we should stay with them 
and to this end a shelter had to be built especially for us. 
Together Josef Baran and my father, dug a small space 
extending from the back of the shed which was built 
against a hillside next to the main building of the property. 
Access to this space was through a small trapdoor at the 
back of the shed. The shelter itself was lined with wooden 
planks and had a small ventilation hole leading to the top 
of the hillside. We could not stand in this space but could 
lie down in a curled position. The dimensions of the space 
were approximately 1.3m long by 1m wide and 1m high.
The routine of our lives while in hiding was that we stayed 
in the shelter during the day. In the evening after it got 
dark the Baran family would bring out a bucket of food 
to the shed. We would also perform our ablutions at this 
time. We stayed in this space till 3 years approximately till 

August 1944 when the Red Army came and liberated that 
part of Poland. I cannot remember exactly how we filled our 
days but do recall my father teaching me to draw and also 
improvising toys from match and cigarette boxes. We had 
to speak in whispers and I remember that after liberation it 
took me a while to learn to speak out loud again. Also my 
skin had not been exposed to sunlight for some years and 
I got very bad sunburn after my initial exposure to the sun 
after being in hiding.
We stayed in Poland under Russian occupation, for some 
time. Subsequently we escaped over the border and 
finished up in a DP camp in Heidenheim, Germany. There 
at school I learned some Hebrew and joined a Zionist youth 
movement. My parents made attempts to obtain a visa to 
go to a third country for final settlement. We finally got the 
visas to go to Norway. Norway had 400 Jewish families 
before the war who were all deported by the Germans. 
The Norwegian government wanted to take in 400 Jewish 
families to make up for 
the loss. We stayed 
in Norway for three 
years and afterwards 
my parents wanted 
to join some friends 
in Australia and we 
managed to get visas 
to go there. This 
proved to be our final 
home and we have 
had and continue to 
have a very good life 
here.
My parents stayed in 
touch with the Baran family who had saved us, sending 
them regular support as a sign of their ongoing gratitude. 
In time the Polish family agreed to be named as Righteous 
Gentiles at Yad Vashem where they are eternally honored 
for the selfless help they provided. I was in some way able 
to close the circle recently in 2013 when I went back to 
Poland and was able to trace the daughter of the Baran 
family - Aurelia.  She was 12 years old at the end of the 
war and she said she remembered me well whereas I was 
about six years old and I could not really recall her. It was 
an emotional meeting where we exchanged photos and 
memories.

By Henryk Kranz

Henryk while in a 
refugee camp in 
Germany after the war.

Henryk while in a refugee camp 
in Heidenheim, Germany after the 
war.

My Life, My Story...
‘Hidden under the ground’ by Henryk Kranz
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My Life, My Story... by Emma Kranz
I was born in Radom 
during the German 
occupation in 1944. My 
parents were Hanka 
and Naphtale Hendel 
who were at the time 
hiding in Radom. My 
mother obtained false 
Polish papers so that 
she could leave the 
hiding place from time 
to time to do various 
errands. Following the 

deportation of his parents and sister my father Naphtale 
arranged a shared hiding place for his family together with 
another. When my mother became pregnant she arranged 
to have the delivery in a Polish hospital. After I was born 
she was unable to take me back to the hiding place as it 
was too dangerous.
My parents received help from Jan and Maria Bulski. Jan 
Bulski a Pole had worked as a foreman in my father’s 
business in Radom before the war. It was arranged that 
he would collect me from the hospital and take me to his 
home. He explained the situation to his wife who agreed 
to look after a Jewish child. Because he could not trust his 
own teenage children to keep the secret he explained to 
the rest  of the family that I was an abandoned illegitimate 
baby who needed a home.
I stayed with this Polish family till Warsaw was liberated 
and my parents could come out of hiding. During the 
time I was with the Polish family my mother could not 

visit me thinking it was 
too dangerous. When 
my mother came to 
collect me I became 
distressed and did not 
want to leave the Polish 
family with whom I had 
by then bonded. Maria 
Bulski had established 
a strong bond with me 
and was apparently 
rather reluctant to let 
me go. The first few 
weeks with my mother 
were quite traumatic 
and stressful   but the 
situation gradually settled.
Our departure from Poland was traumatic. On return to 
their hometown in Radom there was a pogrom and my 
father’s brother was shot and killed by Poles. My mother 
lost two fingers in the incident while protecting me. She 
was disabled by this loss all her life.  We left Poland and 
went to a refugee camp in Stuttgart, Germany where we 
stayed till 1946 then finally made our way to Australia 
arriving on the Johann de Witt in 1947.
I married Henryk Kranz in 1967 and we have three children, 
Sidra, Andrea and Justine. We have also been blessed with 
five grandchildren, Danita, Amira, Hannah, Iliya and Zev.
My Parents nominated Maria and Jan Bulski as Righteous 
Gentiles at Yad Vashem.

By Emma Kranz

Emma with her father - Norman, 
in Poland after liberation.

Emma with her mother  - Hanka, 
in Poland after liberation.

Emma and Henryk with their family.
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Request of OSE Child Survivors
Dear Child Survivors, 
I am seeking your 
assistance with a film we 
are producing in Australia 
called Monsieur 
Mayonnaise. The film 
is about Melbourne’s 
Mora family and their 
remarkable WW2 survival 
story. During 
WW2 George Mora 
(Gunter Morawski) and 

Marcel Marceau, (Marcel Mangel) the famous French 

mime artist, worked for the French Resistance and for an 
organization called OSE (Oeuvre de secours aux enfants) 
helping French and international children to escape France 
or be placed in hiding during the war. They worked in OSE 
children’s homes in La Feuilleraie in the town of Boulouris 
whose inhabitants were later transferred to Villa Mariana in 
Saint Raphael.
We are searching for former OSE children in Australia and 
internationally, who were rescued in this way. It would be 
remarkable if we could find children (some success in the 
USA) in Australia for George Mora’s son Phillipe to meet.
Contact Dr Trevor Graham: yarrabank-films@bigpond.
com or viv, CSH President: 0419 819 131. 

Marcel Marceau (Mangel) with 
friend Phillip Mora in 1973.

Greeting to the child survivors in Australia,
My name is Dr. Colleen Fitzpatrick.  I am a forensic 
genealogist based in Southern California with a great 
interest in Holocaust research.  In the course of my work, I 
have researched in about 50 countries, assisting survivors 
in their search for their identities and to reunite them with 
long lost relatives who also survived. (See identifinders 
wordpress.com and www.identifinders.com).
During my recent trip to Australia as an invited speaker 
at the 13th Australasian Congress on Genealogy and 
Heraldry in Canberra, I visited Philip Maisel, the Director 
of Holocaust Testimonies at the Holocaust Center in 
Melbourne.  Philip and I worked together for the past 
few years on establishing the truth of several Holocaust 
testimonies he had recorded.  I asked him if he thought 
that child survivors would be interested in a new Global 
Project I am starting to use DNA to find relatives of child 
survivors around the world.
DNA has become an exciting way of connecting with 
long lost family members. It seems well-suited for the 
survivor community, where written documentation can 
be scarce. DNA does not replace such written material, it 
complements it.  While written records can give specific 
information on how two people are related, in the case of 
child survivors, records have been destroyed or perhaps 
did not exist to begin with. DNA, on the other hand, can 
tell you that two people are related, although it can only 
estimate their relationship. Yet DNA is never wrong and it 
does not go away. 
Half of your DNA came from your mother and half from your 
father, who inherited their DNA from their own parents, 
and so on back in time. You are made of information 
about your family. So why not have a look at it?  Instead 

of searching throughout the world for a birth certificate or 
Holocaust record to connect you with your past, have you 
thought about searching your own DNA for clues?
The recent development of DNA testing for genealogists 
has made this possible. By identifying people who share the 
same DNA, and who are therefore related, Survivors can 
now connect with long lost relatives who might have “the 
other half of the story”. Through DNA, there is potential 
not only for Survivors to discover relatives who survived 
the war and who now live scattered in various parts of the 
world, but also to discover relatives who emigrated from 
Europe before the war, who have no knowledge of their 
extended families who were left behind.
A beautiful example of the power of DNA to reunite 
fragmented families occurred in November 2014, when 
Menachem Bodner, Auschwitz prisoner No. 7733, was 
reunited with first cousins in the US that he did not know 
he had, thanks to a DNA test provided by 23andMe, 
a DNA company specializing in genetic genealogy. 
Menachem (originally known as Elias Gottesman) originally 
intended to search for his twin brother Jeno, who was 
also at Auschwitz, but instead discovered first cousins in 
California, children of his mother’s sister who had moved 
to the United States before the War.  HIs cousins knew 
about their aunt in Hungary, but when the letters stopped 
coming from her in the 1930s, the American sister’s 
family presumed the worst. Neither side of the family had 
knowledge of the other - only DNA could have reunited 
them.  An added bonus is that Menachem’s cousins 
have provided him with pictures of the parents he could 
only vaguely remember. He was separated from them 
at Auschwitz when he was three years old. See www.
ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4589762,00.htm  

Child Survivor DNA Testing Project
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JHC Calendar of Events
Monday 8 June

Queen’s Birthday Holiday
OFFICE CLOSED

MUSEUM OPEN 12.00PM - 4.00PM 

Thursday 18 June, 11.15am
JHC Social Club

Guest Speaker: Sam Lipski AM
"The Drama of Soviet Jewry"

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Thursday 25 June, 7.00pm
JHC Film Club

'Carl Lutz - The Forgotten Hero (2014) 90 mins
Entry: $10

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Sunday 12 July, 2.00pm - 4.00pm
Child Survivor Discussion Panel

Speaker: Dr Paul Valent
Enquiries: 9528 1985 or viv.parry@bigpond.com

Thursday 25 June 2015, 7.00pm
'Carl Lutz - The Forgotten Hero' (2014) 90 mins
Written & Directed by Daniel von Aarburg
Carl Lutz, an Appenzell diplomat in Budapest, saved tens of thousands of persecuted Hungarian Jews from death during 
World War II. His humanitarian action is considered the greatest civil rescue operation of Jews during the Holocaust. Agnes 
Hirschi, his “Hungarian” stepdaughter, tells the incredible story of Carl Lutz at the original locations in Budapest.
The story is complemented by statements of contemporary witnesses from all around the world, who survived the 
Holocaust thanks to Carl Lutz’s help.

Thursday 21 May, 11.15am
Sam Lipski AM - Journalist, Commentator & Analyst
"The Drama of Soviet Jewry"
Sam Lipski AM, BA and LLD (Hon), is the CEO of The Pratt Foundation, the philanthropic trust for the Pratt family and 
Visy, which funds charities in Australia, New Zealand, the United States and Israel.

Identifinders International proposes autosomal DNA testing 
for Child Survivors as their last chance of discovering their 
identities and reuniting with family members. We have 
already tested two Child Survivors as part of a pilot study, 
and hope to expand our project to include many more. Our 
results are promising. Creating a pool of DNA results by 
testing more survivors and their children and even their 
grandchildren would increase the chance of finding genetic 
connections within the Survivor community, and reuniting 
survivors who would otherwise never know they had 
family members who are still alive.
The first step in developing our project is to take a survey 
of how survivors feel about taking a DNA test as a means 
of discovering long lost family members. The DNA project 
would be handled either by one of the commercial genetic 
genealogy DNA testing or by a facility set up specifically for 
the project.  Privacy would be of high importance; privacy 
guidelines and terms of use would be the same as those 
used by the genetic genealogy community, allowing a 
participant to opt in or out of the database, and to regulate 
how much personal information is shown on his profile. 

We hope to subsidize the cost of the project through 
grants and donations.
The DNA test involves swiping the inside of your cheeks 
with a cotton swab. Both men and women can test. We 
would service the international community. The test has 
the potential of revealing relatives up to second cousins. 
Even if a participant is not able to discover close relatives, 
his DNA results can still reveal valuable geographic and 
historic clues to his origins.
We would like to know if you would participate in a DNA 
project for Holocaust survivors and their descendants if it 
provided you with a chance of finding lost family members.
See survey form on last page of newsletter.

Please address all questions and concerns to: 

Colleen Fitzpatrick PhD
Identifinders International
18198 Aztec Ct.
Fountain Valley, CA  92708   USA
(714) 296-2065
colleen@identifinders.com
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CHILD SURVIVOR DNA PROJECT SURVEY FORM 

Dear child survivor we would greatly appreciate your taking the time to fill in this 
survey. 

Please mark the YES or NO boxes with an X and type in any comments you may wish 
to make in the space provided. 

 

Would you consider being part of the Child Survivor DNA Project?     YES      NO 

Would you consider participating in the Project by taking a DNA test?     YES      NO 

Would you be interested in updates to the Project?      YES      NO 

 

Please let us know your questions and comments in the space below: 

 

 

 

Please enter your contact information: 

Name  

Email  

Address  
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If you are unable to email this form, please send a copy to the Jewish Holocaust Centre, 13-15 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick VIC 3185.
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