
THE SURVIVOR’S VOICE
Making the Holocaust relevant for today and tomorrow

EYEWITNESS

This program is dedicated to the memory of Arthur Weisinger
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Eyewitness: the Survivor’s Voice contains: 

•	 A	DVD	of	three	survivors	speaking	about	their	Holocaust	experiences;	

•	 A	full	transcript	of	the	recording	so	that	students	may	read	the	printed	transcript	while 
	 listening	to	the	recordings,	or	refer	to	them	at	a	later	time;	

•	 Individual	and	group	learning	activities;

•	 Historical	background	material	relevant	to	the	three	survivors;	

•	 Recommended	references	and	websites.	

What is included in Eyewitness: the Survivor’s Voice?

Individual and group activities relating to specific themes and experiences of each survivor 
are	provided.	These	can	be	used	after	viewing	the	DVD.	There	is	a	wide	variety	of	activities	
to suit your students. 

Activities are presented in four categories: 

•	  Questions are provided for students to review the facts and information in each of the 
	 survivors’	testimonies;	

•	 Research and Report	includes	specific	aspects	of	the	Holocaust	for	students	to	research;	

•	 Be Creative	provides	scope	for	written,	dramatic,	musical,	poetic	or	visual	projects;	

•	 Think about Today: is probably the most important  category of activities. It encourages  
 students to apply their learning of the Holocaust to life today in Australia and elsewhere in 
 the world so that they can “make a difference”. 

How can I use the recordings and  
materials with my students?
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The story of Abram Goldberg

Abram was 15 years old when war broke out in September 1939. He was the youngest 
of four children and lived with his family in the city of Lodz, Poland. For Abram and the 
Jewish people of Lodz, normal life ended when the Germans occupied the city because 
a week later Jews were declared “outside the law”. The following year they were forced 
into a ghetto. Abram describes the terrible conditions in Lodz Ghetto. Like his father, Abram 
was a member of the Bund, a Jewish socialist political party, and he participated in acts of 
resistance against Nazi rule. 

Abram lost most of his family in 1942 when large numbers were deported from Lodz 
Ghetto. They were supposedly being “resettled”, but later they realised “resettlement” 
meant deportation to the Chelmno death camp. Abram survived another two years in the 
Ghetto with his mother, but at the prospect of further deportations in 1944, he organised 
hiding places for himself and his mother. However, after a while his mother was too 
emaciated to continue. To save her son, Abram’s mother proposed that he should go into 
hiding whilst she presented herself for deportation. Abram refused and chose to go with her, 
hoping that he could help her and that they would somehow manage to survive. 

On arrival at Auschwitz-Birkenau, Abram’s mother was sent to the gas chambers and 
Abram was powerless to help. Before they were separated, his mother told Abram to “do 
everything humanly possible to survive and to tell people what happened, so that it can be 
prevented from ever happening again”. Abram had already lost 50 members of his family 
during the earlier deportations. He survived months in Birkenau before being sent to labour 
camps in Germany, where he was liberated on May 2, 1945 by US forces. 

Abram honours his mother and other family members who perished in the Holocaust by 
working as a guide at the Jewish Holocaust Museum. He emphasises to visitors that “We 
all belong to the same human race, we are all different but no one is superior and we need 
to respect each other no matter how different we are”. 
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Transcript of Abram Goldberg’s recording

“I was born in Poland, Lodz. 

My name is Abram Goldberg. I was the youngest of four siblings. I had three sisters, I was 

the only boy. 

My father was born in 1888 and at an early age of year 12, he joined the socialist movement 

of the Bund. It was the Jewish socialist organization, until the day he was murdered by the 

Nazis, by the Germans in 1942.

Out of nearly 700,000 inhabitants, a third of the population of Lodz was Jewish. So, it was a 

very vibrant Jewish community in all aspects of normal, cultural, political life. And this come 

to an abrupt end with the outbreak of the war. 

With the outbreak of the war, on the 1st September 1939. It was a Friday, 5 o’clock in the 

morning, we could hear the first bomb fell on the Lodz railway yards. This was the only 

bombing what occurred in Lodz. 

Only seven days afterwards, the following Friday, the Germans marched into the city of 

Lodz. And of course, immediately, life changed completely. All those laws what were 

implemented in Germany from ‘33 to ‘39 applied immediately to the Jews of Lodz. It meant 

that we were put outside the law. And they could, they did drag us out – male or female, 

young or old – from the houses for all kinds of work, of course without payment. And 

usually, many did not return late in the evenings. The ones who returned were always black 

and blue from the beatings they received. 

We had to hand in all valuables. Firstly: all cameras and radios. It was not only what Jews 

had to hand in, even Poles had to hand in radios. And, of course, Jews were not allowed 

back to their places of employment. Synagogues were burned down. You see, after a short 

while, we had to put on, they forced us to put on a yellow armband.

In April 1940 the Lodz Ghetto was completely fenced off from the rest of the city and 

guarded by sentries.

The only way we could go out was through the wires. And those wires, the barbed wire, 

was guarded by the German Schutzpolizei. And those who guarded the ghetto, very often 

did amuse themselves, took off the rifle and make men or women or a child, a moving 

target. They just aimed and shot. Many people were murdered that way. 

The Bund was a Jewish socialist organisation. It coordinated many resistance and 

relief efforts in Lodz Ghetto. 

Once we were enclosed in the ghetto, life become impossible. The hunger was so great, in 

1940, the middle of 1940, the Bund organized the first protest and people went out into a 

demonstration in the ghetto.
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Theme B: Cultural life in ghettos and camps.

Abram told us of how he and others helped organize cultural activities in the ghetto. 

Research and Report 

- Why did the Nazis threaten to kill children for going to school? 

- Why did the Nazis consider the following actions “dangerous act of resistance”?

	 •	Holding	religious	services	

	 •	Keeping	a	library	

	 •	Singing	Jewish	songs	

	 •	Listening	to	radios	

	 •	Owning	a	camera

Despite	hunger,	cold	and	overcrowding,	people	in	ghettos	and	camps	retained	their	cultural	
life, such as by writing poetry. Why was this important to them despite the risk of serious 
punishment if found out?

Be creative

Prepare a short debate: Imagine it is 1944 in Lodz Ghetto and you are urging fellow Jews to 
support the illegal cultural activities in the ghetto. Opposing you are those who regard this as 
unnecessary and dangerous.

Think About Today 

Are groups in Australia maintaining their cultural identities? Should they? Interview people 
in your community who have migrated to Australia about what their cultural traditions mean 
to them. Visit the Immigration or Chinese Museums in Melbourne. Write a report on your 
interview or visit.

Theme C: Resistance 

Research and Report

- Why was active resistance so difficult in concentration camps? 

- Why did the Nazis quash dissent? 

- Research the actions of one of these persons or groups who resisted the enemy:

	 •	Nancy	Wake	(Australian-born	spy	in	France	during	the	Second	World	War)	

	 •	Australian	POWs	in	Japanese	camps	

	 •	Escapees	from	Sobibor	death	camp	

	 •	Oscar	Schindler	

	 •	Warsaw	Ghetto	Uprising	fighters

	 •	The	Maquis	(the	French	Resistance)	

	 •	Raoul	Wallenberg	(Swedish	diplomat	who	rescued	Jews	in	Budapest)	

	 •	Carl	Lutz	(Swiss	Consul	in	Budapest	who	saved	Jews	in	Hungary)	

	 •	The	White	Rose	(group	of	young	Germans	resisting	Nazi	injustice)	

	 •	Hannah	Szenes	




