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Phillip Maisel, the Centre’s Head of Video Testimonies, is 
anxious to hear from any survivors who have not given their 
testimony. UN Day 2008 may be an ideal time to decide to 
give a testimony. Call Phillip on (03) 9528 1985.

State Governor to Speak at the Centre
on UN Holocaust Memorial Day

All are invited to hear David de Kretser, Governor of 
Victoria, who will be the keynote speaker on the United 
Nation’s worldwide Holocaust Memorial Day, 27 January, at 
the Centre. For details of times please follow the press or 
contact the JHC closer to the date. 

A UN resolution, supported by the Australian government,  
decided that the Holocaust Memorial Day would be 
commemorated on the anniversary of the liberation of  
Auschwitz-Birkenau in 1945. Each nation is to hold its own 
special function, built around a theme.

The General Assembly decided that the United Nations would 
designate Jan 27 as a Day of Commemoration to honour 
the victims of the Holocaust, and urged members to develop 
educational programmes to instill the memory of the tragedy in 
future generations to prevent genocides from reoccurring.

Rejecting any denial of the Holocaust as a historical event, 
either in full or in part, the 19-member Assembly adopted 
by consensus a resolution condemning “without reserve all 
manifestations of religious intolerance, incitement, harassment 
or violence against persons or communities based on ethnic 
origin or religious belief, whenever they occur”. It added that 
the document also declared that “we are committing our 

countries to encourage parents, teachers, and civic, political 
and religious leaders to undertake with renewed vigour and 
attention Holocaust education, remembrance and research, 
with a special focus on our own countries’ history.”

The Assembly also requested the UN Secretary-General to 
establish an outreach program on the Holocaust and the United 
Nations, and to take measures to mobilize civil society for 
Holocaust remembrance and education, in order to help prevent 
future acts of genocide.

Jan Eliasson, of Sweden, said the Holocaust had been a 
turning point in history, which had prompted the world to say 
“never again”. The significance of UN Holocaust Day was that 
it called for a remembrance of past crimes with an eye towards 
preventing them in the future.

It took many survivors years to recover the strength to tell their 
stories. This is pertinent in Australia where more than 1200 
survivors have given their testimonies to the Holocaust Centre 
and written books about their experiences. 

Would you like to support 
the ongoing work of the JHC?

You can donate to this important cause by fi lling out the form inserted in this 
magazine or should you prefer to discuss this further, you may contact the 

Development Manager at the Centre on 9528 1985 
or email: admin@jhc.org.au

CENTRE OPENING HOURS

MON & WED: 10am–4pm

TUE, THU & FRI: 10am–2pm

SUN & PUBLIC HOLS: 12pm–4pm

Closed on Saturdays, Jewish Holy Days 
and some Public Holidays

CONTACT DETAILS

13–15 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick, Vic 3185, Australia

Tel: (03) 9528 1985

Fax: (03) 9528 3758

Email: admin@jhc.org.au

Website: http:www.jhc.org.au
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

The 21st century is essentially a different place to when the 
founders opened the doors in Elsternwick in 1984. It may be 
on many levels, but the lessons that the survivors aspired to 
teach are relevant today, perhaps more so. Indeed the Centre 
serves as a more relevant example to the wider community of 
the ramifications of racism and hatred of the other. 

I want to share with you some of the exciting developments that 
are happening at our Centre. 

In 2007 we continued to develop our staffing levels. I am 
delighted to announce our newest appointment: the position of 
Education Director has now been filled by Zvi Civins. He will 
commence early in the New Year.

There have been several partnerships initiated with various 
organizations in Melbourne, including Monash University, 
Deakin University, March of the Living Australia and Jewish 
Care. A consortium consisting of five heritage museums will 
be established. The Centre is working with the Koori National 
Heritage Trust, The Immigration Museum, The Chinese 
Museum, The Jewish Museum and Tourism Victoria to initiate 
some shared projects.

2007 has seen a series of excellent events, book launches, films 
and interfaith discussions. I look forward to more. In December 
we launched Emmanuel Santos’s March of the Living mural. 

Austrian’s Year At Centre
In February 2008 a young Austrian, Mattias Gerstgrasser, will 
begin one year’s service at the Jewish Holocaust Museum as 
part of the Gedenkdienst program. The Austrian Holocaust 
Memorial Service (Gedenkdienst) is an alternative to Austria’s 
compulsory millitary service. Its participants serve at major 
Holocaust institutions throughout the world. You can read more 
about this scheme on page 24. 

Illustrating our increasing profile and presence in the community, 
I would like to quote Mr. George Lekakis, Chairman of the 
Multicultural Commission, Victoria.

“Your Mission Statement and your values reflect the great work 
the JHC has done in the past, the great work being done currently 
and the good work you will continue to do in the future.

On a different note
One Sunday afternoon in late September this year I was one of 
four women who attended an afternoon tea at the home of one 
of our survivor guides. What an inspirational group of women, 
all Holocaust survivors, all more than 80 years old (not that you 
would know it) all with their “pendants” (emergency buttons 
in case of a crisis) and each with an amazing capacity for life 

This is the first time I am writing as President of the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre. 

Serving as Co-President last year with our venerable immediate 
past President, Shmuel Rosenkranz, I was introduced to the 
intricacies of leading our unique Centre. It is now the time for 
my generation to step up to the plate, to take up the survivor 
founders’ legacy.

I am truly in awe of them, those survivors who created and 
steered the Centre to where it is today. I am aware of the 
challenge they have bequeathed to me and my generation. I 
am often greeted by survivors at the Centre, thanking me for 
taking on this role. They assure me that I and my team provide 
them with a sense that this Centre will continue, that their efforts 
have been worth it.  I salute them.

Last year, as Co-President, I wrote about the transition process 
the Centre is undergoing. The aim of this process is to find the 
delicate balance which, while revering the ideals of the founders, 
incorporates the reality of today and the promise of tomorrow.

We are seeking to maintain the dreams and spirit of the founders 
and at the same time making our mission and existence relevant 
to the present and the future.

It is surely a wondrous process, we learn from the survivor 
generation, we continue their work; they impart their wisdom 
and experience and feel validated for all their efforts. One of 
the areas this is illustrated is by the role of volunteer guides, the 
survivors acting as mentors to the next generation new guides; 
working alongside them.

Centre Evolving 
We are evolving from the survivor-created and staffed museum 
of 1984 to today’s Jewish Holocaust Centre. We are moving 
towards an organization with paid staff working alongside the 
dedicated volunteer backbone that make up our Centre. 

Pauline 
Rockman
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and living. They looked past their aches and pains, treating 
their aging conditions with great humour. We had a wonderful 
lively discussion on a variety of subjects. I strongly felt their 
endorsement of my work at the Centre.

The talk turned to how they had been treated by health 
professionals. I was truly aghast at their tales. Sadly, all had 
recently suffered at the hands of nurses in hospital, treatment 
which may be seen as ageist, but for these four women it 
aroused painful memories.

It made me think, if this is happening to intelligent women, 
each with their support networks, what is happening to those 
survivors who are not in such a good position, e.g. the childless, 
those unable to access resources. Is this really happening in our 
comfortable and well resourced Jewish Melbourne? I wonder. 

For many elderly people, short-term memory goes but long-term 
memory persists. If recent memories are gone, where does that 
leave aging survivors? It may leave them back in Auschwitz, 
reliving the horrors of the camp again. As short-term memory 
continues to fail, it can lead to communication problems. The 

survivors, many of whom are fluent in several languages, might 
forget the most recently acquired language, English. Would 
Yiddish speaking health care people be readily available in 
Melbourne?

Are the needs of aging Holocaust survivors in our community 
being met? The Jewish Holocaust Centre will be working 
together with Jewish Care to explore some of these issues.

For more than 60 years the survivors have been a vibrant part of 
the Melbourne Jewish scene. Some are financially comfortable 
and can afford to pay for their health care, but not all of them.  
Jewish Care looks after those who are known to them. Can 
something be done to help the others? As individuals, we can 
assist those we know by telephoning, visiting or generally helping 
out. As a community, I believe it is our responsibility to make the 
survivors’ declining years as comfortable as possible. 

In conclusion, I want to congratulate Stan Marks and his editorial 
team on this fantastic edition. As ever, the quality of the articles 
make for rewarding reading. I am very impressed with the new 
layout. Kol hakavod!!!

It is full steam ahead on the proposed upgrade of our museum. 
We recently received a cheque from the Conference on Jewish 
Material Claims Against Germany, as part of their Shoah 
Research, Education and Documentation Allocation, which has 
assisted us with our first year of research and development of 
plans. The Centre has engaged the firm Lilford Smith to draw 
concept plans for the upgrade and these have provided us with 
a clear and exciting vision of the potential use and look for the 
space.

The Centre needs to modernise its presentation to better 
communicate with a younger generation of visitors. We aim to 
incorporate more survivor stories and better integrate precious 
documents and artefacts into the display in order to ensure that 

visitors engage intellectually and emotionally with this powerful 
subject.

At present the Curator has one team of volunteers, including Dr 
Julie Fenwick, researching items from our Archives and another 
team, including Dr Bill Anderson, analysing the content of the 
display: text and photos. We look forward to presenting the 
fruits of our labours in a new museum display, scheduled to be 
installed in 2009.

The JHC thanks the Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany for their support and invites supporters to 
consider donating to the Museum Upgrade Fund. 

Please contact Debra Stiebel on 9528 1985.

JHC Museum Upgrade Goes Ahead
Jayne Josem

The Jewish Holocaust Museum and Research Centre is an Institution dedicated to the memory of the six 
million Jews who were murdered by the Nazis and their collaborators between 1933 and 1945.

We consider the finest memorial to all victims of racist policies to be an educational program which aims to 
combat anti-Semitism, racism and prejudice in the community and fosters understanding between people.
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Visitors to Poland can now see a menorah-shaped steel 
monument in Kielce, designed by New York-born artist Jack 
Sal, whose parents survived the Holocaust. The monument 
commemorates the 42 Jewish Holocaust survivors who were 
killed in a pogrom by a Polish mob in that city. Another 50 
were injured in that pogrom.

Of the 25,000 Jewish inhabitants of the city, the Nazis killed 
up to 1,500, including pregnant women and children, on the 
spot and sent the rest in three transports to Treblinka. Only 
a few hundred of them survived. The Kielce city pogrom was 
the most hideous of attacks on Holocaust survivors who 
returned to their homes after the Holocaust.

Nine people were quickly tried and executed by Poland’s 
communist authorities for the murders. The Polish Government 

in the 1990s made an official apology for the attack.

The monument began as a private initiative. The Kielce 
authorities provided and maintain the site, with the 
monument’s construction financed by the U.S. Commission 
for the Preservation of America’s heritage abroad. Jack Sal 
describes the monument as “White/Wash II” partly because 
of the reluctance of the authorities to deal with the pogrom. 
The whole surface of the monument is painted with a white 
limewash, which signifies that before the war Jews in Kielce 
were active in the quarrying and manufacture of lime.

Poland’s Chief Rabbi, Michael Schudrich, lead a prayer for 
the dead, in the presence of the mayor and representatives 
of the Israel and German embassies, during the monument’s 
unveiling. 

Kielce Monument to 
Jewish Pogrom Victims

Did you know about the Leica Freedom Train, which saved 
many hundreds of German Jews? 

In 1933 Ernest Leitz 11, a renowned Protestant, and head of 
the Leica Photography firm, started The Leica Freedom Train, 
a highly secret method of enabling hundreds of Jews to escape 
from Germany. Leitz’s Leica workers were assigned to overseas 
positions, including North America, Britain and Hong Kong .

Many went to the USA in the famous liner Bremen. They became 
prominent in diverse areas, especially photography. Germany’s 
invasion of Poland closed the highly inventive, courageous and 
not publicized escape routes. Ernst’s daughter, Else Kuhn, 

was imprisoned for assisting Jewish women to cross the Swiss 
border. She later supported Dr. Albert Schweitzer in Africa, 
She was honoured by many countries for her humanitarian 
activities.

People ask why the Freedom Train’s story remained untold for 
so long. The answer is simple: The Family did not want publicity 
for any so-called “noble efforts”. In a very quiet, methodical 
and well-planned project, Ernest started what became a highly 
organised plan to enable Jews to escape Hitler’s terror.

The Freedom Train was very different from other trains Jews 
were taken away in.

The Leica Freedom Train Saved Jews

GIVE YOUR SURVIVOR TESTIMONY
We want to hear from all survivors and to record their vital testimonies. 

This is especially urgent for future generations. 

Over the years, the Holocaust Testimonies Department, part of the worldwide project under the 
patronage of Yad Vashem, has recorded more than 1,200 testimonies of Holocaust survivors. These 

have become a living record of what happened to men, women and children during the Nazi Era., and 
an answer to those who deny the Holocaust occurred. 

Have you given your testimony yet? If you haven’t, please call: 

Phillip Maisel: 9527 6282 or Holocaust Centre: 9528 1985
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EVENTS AT THE CENTRE

‘Glimpses’ Documentary Film Event 
October 2007
Frankie Pinch

With the support of a ‘Festivals and Events’ grant from Victorian 
Multi-cultural Department, JHC recently hosted ‘Glimpses’ 
a highly regarded documentary film event. Screened in the 
Centre’s theatrette, the event provided three sessions of 
Holocaust documentary film on Monday 22nd October, from 
morning till night.

‘Glimpses’ morning session commenced with a short 
documentary film about the JHC by New Zealand filmmaker 
Michelanne Forster which revealed the resolute mission of 
the Melbourne survivor community who actively continue as 
volunteer guides at the Centre, tenaciously teaching the lessons 
of the Holocaust. The session also featured visiting documentary 
film maker Willy Lindwer (sponsored by Bank Leumi) who 
introduced ‘Goodbye Holland’ - one of 34 documentaries to 
his credit - which highlighted the plight of the Jews in Holland 
during WWll and tragically traced the steps of Lindwer’s own 
family. The film controversially revealed the biting anti-semitism 
and knowing compliance of Dutch authorities in the deportation 
of over 100,000 people which represented over 78 percent of 
the pre-war Jewish communities of Holland. 

The afternoon session was a screening to a near full-house of 
the popular Hollywood-produced documentary ‘I Have Never 
Forgotten You’, the Nicole Kidman narrated film of the incredible 
life of Simon Wiesenthal. 

The evening program themed ‘Righteous Saviours’ was a co-
sponsored event of the Child Survivors Group which majestically 
brought to the JHC screen for the first time, ‘A Teaspoon for 
Life’ – the story of Polish woman Irena Sendler, who saved 
2,500 children from the threat of certain death by removing 
them to safety from the Warsaw Ghetto. Now aged 97, Irena 
was nominated for the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize for her acts of 
humanity despite great personal risk. Sue Hampel, Director of 
March of the Living and participant Ellie Brajtberg, spoke about 
their remarkable encounter with Irena while in Poland this year. 
The second and no-less stirring film account was ‘The Power of 
Good’ documenting the heroic actions of Englishman Nicholas 
Winton, who as a young 27-year-old stockbroker, personally 
arranged for the transportation of 670 children from Prague 
to safe-houses in England. Also now aged 97, the modest 
Winton maintains that ‘There is nothing that can’t be done if it is 
fundamentally reasonable’. The film revealed how Winton’s wife 

accidentally stumbled across her husband’s diaries 50 years 
after the heroic events and it was only then that his righteous 
acts were discovered. The Child Survivors group, in closing the 
session, paid tribute to these two and other ‘Righteous Saviours’ 
with Henri Korn, head of the group, sharing his own story. 

For all who attended and supported ‘Glimpses’, it was a 
memorable and meaningful day of documentary film at JHC.

April Film Screenings
‘Glimpses’ acted as the precursor to ‘Holocaust as Moving 
Image’ which will present screenings of Holocaust film across 
various genres over several days in April 2008. The event will 
feature archival, contemporary and award winning local and 
international films on the subject of the Holocaust. The Centre 
is currently seeking film submissions, partners, sponsors and 
volunteers for the event. Expressions of interest can be directed 
to Frankie Pinch, Liaison and Special Projects Manager. 
Email: FrankieP@jhc.org.au

Yochai Coppenhagen from Bank Leumi (left) and Willy Lindwer at the 
screening of his movie ‘Goodbye Holland ‘
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Renowned Australian author Thomas Keneally gave a 
capacity audience, at the Holocaust Centre in October, 
a memorable insight into how he was given the idea, 
researched and wrote his British Booker Prize award-
winning book Schindler’s Ark. This later became the Oscar-
winning Steven Spielberg film Schindler’s List.

Thomas Keneallly’s latest book, Searching for Schindler, was 
recently published by Knoff. The book explains the background 
story of writing about Schindler. And what a story it makes, 
especially as told by such a master storyteller as Keneally! 
Reading the new book is memorable and thought provoking. A 
page-turning read from start to finish.

The Centre audience listened fascinated as Keneally, in a 
serious, wistful and totally engaging manner, recounted how 
he, with an Irish Catholic background, became involved in the 
Schindler project. The talk was laced with the wit and deep 
sincerity that has helped make Keneally an Australian icon. 

The Centre’s vice-president, Alex Dafner, acted as host, 
asking questions and also receiving them from the audience. 
Past president Shmuel Rosenkranz, thanked Keneally and 
remarked that the book was in many ways unparalleled and 
drew attention to the Holocaust and how some people survived. 
The audience included popular local musician, Leo Rosner, one 
of the survivors saved by Schindler.

Keneally explained how the book had begun. It was really the 
incredible story of how a search for a briefcase led to a worldwide 
search for answers to how Oscar Schindler saved more than 
1,000 Jews. Keneally was in Los Angeles when he decided 
to buy a new briefcase. By chance (or was it that elusive and 
inexplicable Fate?) he entered the store of Leopold Pfefferberg, 
(or Leopold Page, the name he had been given when he entered 
Ellis Island after WWII. To Keneally he became simply Poldek).

When Poldek learnt that Keneally was a writer whose book he 
had recently read about (his then latest book Confederates) in 
the popular US weekly Newsweek, he told the Australian he 
had quite a story for him to write. Poldek insisted that Keneally 
was just the right one to research and tell an amazing story that 
would open the world’s eyes to a special event that happened 
to Jews during WWII. It was the amazing story of a German 
industrialist, a Nazi with a reputation as a womanizer, hard 
drinker, black-marketeer and much else, who risked his own life 
to save Jews – the incredible story of Oscar Schindler.

Keneally said Poldek was very convincing and, indeed, quite 
an endearing character, with lots of charisma and a deep and 
warm humanity. He had a way of getting what he believed in, 
and seemed to be able to move mountains. And he assured 
Keneally this would be a prize-winning book and movie; he had 
no doubts. (One feels there should be a book about Poldek 
and his life before, during his Schindler years, and especially 
after 1945 when he settled in America.) Keneally said Poldek 
even told Steven Spielberg, whose mother ran a restaurant, 
that he knew her and that she said her son, Steven, was doing 
well. Poldek said that she had a guard to prevent would-be 
screenwriters from giving her scripts to give to her famous son.

Keneally told of how the book was filmed, the scripting, the 
technicalities of making a film, the meetings with Spielberg, cast 
members such as Liam Neeson and the various survivors of 
Schindler’s Ark around the globe. He said he had always been 
interested in race and was a “race junkie”. His grandfather’s 
sister married a Jew. 

Keneally added that we had to be vigilant, even though Australia 
must have one of the most fraternal and least-divided societies, 
with a high degree of tolerance and no institutional racism, 
because what has happened elsewhere could happen here too. 

Thomas Keneally 
Talks About His Book 
Searching for Schindler
Stan Marks
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He explained how the title “Schindler’s Ark” was chosen. He 
had suggested two titles, the other being “Schindler’s List”. He 
indicated that he liked Ark better than List. It was not only the 
question of Noah’s Ark, but the Ark of the Covenant, a symbol 
of the contract between Yahweh and the tribe of Israel. A similar, 
though very rough, compact existed between Schindler and his 
people. He called it a “rough compact” because of people who 
were lost to the list due to factors Schindler could not control. 
An incident in which he saved 300 women sent to Auschwitz 
indicated that in all probability he did all he could to keep his 
list intact. In his talk, Keneally dealt with the so-called short-
changing of Schindler’s wife Emilie, to whom both he and 
Spielberg had given money. There were endless fascinating 
anecdotes and high praise for USC Shoah Foundation Institute 
for Visual History & Education.

When Keneally pondered how he could tell the story of the 

death of millions and millions of people, he realised that it could 
only be done through telling the stories of individuals involved. 
He quoted Stalin’s saying that one death was a tragedy and a 
million deaths a statistic.

The talk gave the audience a fascinating insight into the history 
of a book and a movie which for many around the world provided 
some understanding of the horrors of the Holocaust.

Before the talk, Keneally spent some time looking over the 
Centre’s permanent display, and expressed appreciation for the 
reception he received at the evening’s function.

__________________________________________________
Thomas Keneally wrote the introduction to Dr Paul Valent’s 
book Child Survivors Of The Holocaust, published by William 
Heinemann.

I’m not Jewish but an Aussie of Greek descent. As a person of faith, I have had a 
heart for Judaism which extends decades back. I’ve known about the Holocaust 
Centre & Museum’s existence for years, but it’s only been in recent times that I’ve 
visited, attending events as well as this year’s three book functions, all of which 
I’ve thoroughly enjoyed. The Centre’s Holocaust survivors’ passionate sharing of 
their stories is something I’m continually moved and enriched by. Twenty three 
years ago, I worked with a Jewish girl, Helen Rosenbaum, whose dad, as a child, 
had escaped from one of the concentration camps by hiding in toilet holes and 
miraculously avoiding surveillance.This was the first time I’d heard of the horrors 
first-hand, and, as you can imagine, it had a lasting effect on me.   

Email sent by Con Skyllas to the Centre

Thomas Keneally signing copies 
of his book. The first in line is 
Fran Sondheim, daughter of Leo 
Rosner, one of the people saved 
by Schindler.

Con Skyllas (at right), an avid Keneally fan who has most of his books, 
with a friend, Reinhard Ittner. 
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Survivor Who Faced 
Camp Guard in 
German Court
Stan Marks

Holocaust Centre volunteer Lulek (Lennie) Bron, who has been 
invited with his wife to Germany in 2008, recalls the days in a 
Hanover court in 1980, when he gave evidence as a witness 
at the trial of elderly men who were being tried for murder. 
Lulek had been an inmate of the concentration camps where 
the accused were guards, and where he saw incredible human 
suffering, degredation and unbelievable atrocities. In one camp 
Lulek was forced to bundle bodies into mass graves.

Lulek was initially invited to the official opening of the new 
permanent exhibition at the Bergen-Belsen Memorial, following 
his assistance with the project. He was unable to attend the 
October opening, but will visit the Memorial in 2008. Bergen-
Belsen is now a symbol of the Nazi crimes that were committed 
against concentration camp prisoners between 1943 and the 
camp’s liberation in April, 1945.

Until now the history of the Bergen-Belsen survivors world-wide 
has not been documented. The new exhibition is designed to 
help close this gap, the aim being to find out more about how 
Bergen-Belsen was and is remembered, and to document this 
increased knowledge for future generations. 

Lulek, a man with an incredible sense of humour, especially of 
the absurd, is a popular Centre volunteer, and is also on the 
Friends of the Holocaust committee. He has a quip for almost 
every occasion.

Lulek’s first inkling that he would appear in a German court, 
at a trial and in the same room as a guard of his wartime 
camp, occurred a year earlier. The West German consulate 
in Melbourne had traced him and questioned him about his 
concentration camp experiences. Above all, whether he would 
be willing to give evidence at a trial in Germany and face guards 
who had been responsible for so many deaths and suffering. 
Could he?

He agreed to attend. What made him do so?

Lulek told me, “I had concerns – that witnesses were very badly 
treated, could even disappear en route and have things happen 
to them during and after the trial.’’

When he asked friends who had been in camps what he should 

do, he received mixed messages. Unless one had been in these 
camps, it is impossible to appreciate how people felt then and 
even today, so many years later. All the words in the world won’t 
convey what happened to ordinary people. But Lulek felt and 
feels he has a duty to the six million who perished, to ensure 
their memory lived on and the same thing won’t occur again. 
And so Lulek set off for Germany.

“The ironies began as soon as I boarded the plane,” he said. 
“The German hostesses were so kind to my wife and me. I just 
couldn’t believe it. These attractive girls going out of their way 
to treat me as an equal. I was on a German aeroplane being 
treated like a real person, a human being, by people from a 
race that had caused so much trouble. It was mind boggling. A 
dreamlike situation.”

Lulek soon kept his appointment in the quiet and efficient 
courtroom. In many ways, he felt back in the 1940s. He was 
apprehensive, wondering how he could face the coming 
ordeal.

“I sat down and my wife sat behind me. At first, I was glued to 
the microphone as though I couldn’t move or look anywhere but 
ahead,” he said.

Friedrich Wilhelm Rex, one of the accused guards, sat nearby. 
Lulek shakes his head and half smiles, as he recalls the event. 
“He was an ordinary-looking, well dressed man in his 70s. 
Another person. He was the one I had come so far to see. It 
was quite a situation. Try and imagine it.” Lulek said it wasn’t 
easy to recognise him.

SURVIVORS’ STORIES
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“I was handed some photos of people, bodies, graves and 
numerous scenes from the camp – perhaps a few dozen photos 
– to try and identify the man in the dock. I pointed to a photo, 
saying I believed it was of the man in the dock.” When the judge 
asked Lulek if he was sure, quite sure, of the man’s identity, 
Lulek replied, “It looked like the guard; There were the same 
unusual eyes. They were haunting, not easy to forget those 
eyes. I recall him as the man known as Willie.”

For five hours Lulek answered questions that came in rapid 
succession. There was no let-up, no quarter given. It was, 
“Answer the questions. Are you sure?” Lulek answered them 
all, explaining that although he hadn’t actually witnessed the 
killings, he believed the defendant could have been responsible 
for the deaths of more than 350 people. “Other inmates saw the 
killings and dug graves for the victims,” he explained.

When Lulek’s courtroom hearing finished, he was asked to take 
an oath that all he said was correct. Otherwise he would be 
really punished for ‘falseness’. He said it was totally correct, and 
left the courtroom. His part was over. He had not talked directly 
to the alleged guard.

“I did have in mind to ask him how it felt now to be on the other 
side, but I didn’t. It was certainly like living through a dream, or 
more likely a nightmare.”

The case against the guards was dismissed. Lulek was 
amazed. He reflects, “You know, Stan, it was mixed dream and 
nightmare, wondering what would happen to that guard and the 
other alleged guards and what was the future. Were there many 
guards who were unpunished, even living in Australia? Are there 
even some here today who we don’t know about?”

But then Lulek became even more serious, “Are there potential 
guards who could do the same things to different people, not 
only Jews, again. Are they just in the background, waiting in 
this wonderful, free and accepting land of ours, this Australia for 
which we have much to thank?”

But Lulek, a youthful and agile 83-year-old, had a school to show 
round the Holocaust Centre. I watched him amble off. What an 
inspiration and lesson for the future are these survivors. But, 
I did wonder, are we heeding their message? And what were 
the memories he must live with daily, of the camps and his 
courtroom appearance? How can we, who never experienced 
what Lulek and millions of others suffered, ever understand or 
claim to forgive the perpetrators? What right have we?

__________________________________________________

(Stan Marks wrote the first novel with a Holocaust theme set in 
Melbourne, published in London and Sydney.)

SURVIVORS’ STORIES

A cassette interview, giving a rare insight into the Holocaust and 
the beginnings and aims of the Holocaust Centre, with veteran 
volunteer Abram Goldberg, is a highlight of a Time Capsule to 
be opened in the year 2020. 

It was made by students of Camberwell Anglican Girls’ Grammar 
Year 11 history class. It will be opened on the school’s 100th 
anniversary. Teacher Mrs Judi Cleary wrote that the students 
found the interview with Abram and their visit “an enriching 
experience” and were “deeply impressed by Mr Goldberg’s 
memories”.

Abram is among the devoted few who have had a special insight 
into the Centre’s earliest days and an unquenchable desire, a 
dedication with other Holocaust survivors, to keep alive the 
memory of the six million Jews who perished.

He has been a member of the Centre’s executive, treasurer and 
guide since its very early days. And at 83, he is still unstoppable, 
still spending many days a week at the Centre, ready to assist 
with any task, very involved in the running of its activities. He 

Survivor’s Interview in a Time Capsule
Stan Marks



12JHC CENTRE NEWS DECEMBER 2007

SURVIVORS’ STORIES
insists he must pass on the message of all who perished, 
including his own family. “Remember us,” he insisted.

Talking to Abram one can sense the rare qualities that enabled 
him, and other survivors, with what he insists includes “luck”, to 
survive concentration camps. With little money and English but 
loads of hope, he later came to Australia and not only started a 
new life, but contributed to the nation’s growth.

A ceaseless bundle of energy, Abram has never hesitated to 
say what he thinks, especially about the Centre’s day-to-day 
running and its future. No task is too difficult for him, and he 
bounds up and down the stairs almost like a teenager.

Abram was in Lodz when war started in 1939. As we discuss his 
Polish childhood, I wondered how much of what he describes 
as a rebellious nature helped him survive the war and make a 
new life for himself in Australia. A trait he still shows today when 
he believes in some cause, especially to do with the Holocaust 
Centre. 

“We had to endure anti-Semitism all the time”, he said. “My 
father told me that if I was attacked not to run, but stand firm, as 
gangs didn’t expect Jews to stand up to them. I never did run.”

This attitude has remained with him all his life. And I can’t see 
him running today, even at his age, and especially if it is to do 
with a discussion about the memory of the Holocaust and the 
Centre’s directions, especially in educating young people, our 
future leaders in all fields, about what can happen if a nation is 
not ever vigilant. “If it could happen in Germany, it could happen 
anywhere,” he added.

Abram was in the Lodz Ghetto from 1 May, 1940 to 29 August, 
1944, from its beginnings to its liquidation. He was transported 
to Auschwitz-Birkenau and three months later to Braunschweig 
labour camp. As the Allies moved farther into Germany, he was 
marched to Watenstadt, then Ravensbruck and finally to Berlin, 
where he was liberated on 2 May, 1945.

While in the Lodz Ghetto, Abram assisted Bono Weiner (one of 
the Centre’s founders) in underground activities, especially with 
the broadcasts using an illegal radio. This took much courage 
and determination.

“Those were days I will never forget,” says Abram. “It was risky 
but an important task.”

In Melbourne he and his energetic wife Cesia (to whom he 
has been married 60 years) ran the well-known Goldie’s 
restaurant, became active in the Kadimah and Abram was also 
on the committee of Sholem Aleichem school for 37 years. His 
daughter is now its principal.

He said nothing daunted the “pioneers” who founded and kept 
alive the Holocaust Centre. In the late 1970s, the Federation of 

Polish Jews developed a model plan for a Holocaust Centre. 
The Kadminah acquired the land adjacent to its own building 
in Elsternwick, and the seeds for a Holocaust Centre were 
planted. It was an old double storey building (a former dance 
school) with apartments at the rear. 

It was leased to the Holocaust Centre at $1 per annum. The 
survivors’ and others desire to build a Holocaust Centre was 
inspirational and infectious. They set to work, learning on the 
job, attempting tasks they had never handled before.

Build Bridges
The Centre would also build bridges of understanding between 
Jews and non-Jews. Over the years it has had many events and 
speakers from diverse sections of the non-Jewish community. 
These included speakers from around the world and events 
bringing Jews and non-Jews together, functions for indigenous 
people, visitors such as Elie Wiesel, literary festivals with well-
known authors and inter-faith dialogues.

Abram recalled the long discussions soon after the Centre 
began in 1984, many going on for hours, but in the end there 
was never a need for a formal vote, as all topics were resolved 
by consensus. Discussions were in Yiddish, the language of 
millions who perished in the Holocaust.

“Those were great times as we worked to develop a vision,” 
said Abram. “Young and old, men and women, it was a dream 
we would ensure came true.” And the dream has come true. 
Now Abram looks to the future. The Centre’s role, he insisted, 
was vital to the whole Australian community in many different 
ways.

He stressed the importance of testimonies, and particularly how 
the Centre has built up its testimonies department. It was vital 
that all survivors gave their testimonies for the future, the living 
truth and proof of what happened and witness to those terrible 
times. It was vital for the Centre to move on, change with the 
times, but to never forget its essential message, particularly 
vital in these uncertain times.

“We must never forget. Never,” he added. “We can give a lead 
in stopping racism and facing hatred and prejudice. It is up to us 
to show the way to understanding, out of what we went through. 
We have a duty to the past, present and future. We mustn’t hate, 
but we musn’t forget. And we look forward to the continuing 
and ever-growing general and financial support of the public. 
The Centre is a real Centre, a place for learning about the past 
and using its message for a world of peace, embracing the past 
realities.” 
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Many people worldwide were shocked recently 
by published photos showing Nazis enjoying 
themselves, wining, dining, shaking paws with their 
dogs, singing and frolicking, while nearby Jews and 
others were being murdered, sent up chimneys.

Centre News has obtained some of these photos and 
a special article by Andrew Hollinger is published 
here. It indicates, there is no accounting for the 
human mind and the ‘eat, drink and be merry’ attitude 
of the officials and others of the various camps.

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum recently unveiled 
an important new addition to its collection – a personal photo 
album containing 116 pictures taken between May and December 
1944, chronicling the life of SS officers and other officials at the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. The rare images 
capture SS guards and Nazi officials relaxing and enjoying time 
off – hunting, singing, trimming Christmas trees, and more – all 
while Jews were being murdered at rates as fast as anytime 
during the Holocaust. The album was created and owned by Karl 
Höcker, an adjunct to camp Kommandant Richard Baer. 

“It’s hard to fathom the kind of people who ran these camps 
and one always struggles to understand who they were and 
how they saw themselves,” says Museum Director Sara J. 
Bloomfield. “These unique photographs vividly illustrate the 
contented world they enjoyed while overseeing a world of 
unimaginable suffering. They offer an important perspective on 
the psychology of those perpetrating genocide.”

The 116 new images represent a significant increase in the 
number of known pre-liberation images of Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
Previously, only about 320 images existed of the camp before 
it was liberated by the Soviet army on January 27, 1945. (This 
figure does not include photographs of prisoners as they were 
processed into the camp for forced labor.) 

The album complements the only other known collection of 
photographs taken at Auschwitz, published as the “Auschwitz 
Album” in 1980. Those images specifically depict the arrival 
of Hungarian Jews at the camp in late May 1944, and the 
selection process that the SS imposed on them. Some of the 
images contained in the new album were taken just days later. 
In contrast to documenting mass murder, they focus on the daily 
lives and recreational pursuits of Nazi officials, and no prisoner 
appears in any of the images.

Images in the new album include:

Nazis Frolicked 
While Ovens Worked Overtime

Andrew Hollinger

 Photographs of Dr. Josef Mengele in uniform on the 
camp grounds; some of the only known photographs of 
his tenure at Auschwitz-Birkenau

 A funeral for Nazi officers most likely killed in the 
accidental December 26, 1944, American bombing of 
the camp 

 A sing-along featuring an accordion player and 
approximately 70 SS men, including Höcker, Dr. Josef 
Mengele, Birkenau Kommandant Josef Kramer, former 
Auschwitz Kommandant Rudolf Höss, who was brought 
back to oversee the murder of Hungarian Jews, and 
Otto Moll, the gas chamber supervisor at Auschwitz-
Birkenau

•

•

•

SS officer Karl Höcker lights a candle on a Christmas tree.

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (Photograph #34598)
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 Höcker trimming Christmas trees in December 1944, 
weeks before the Red Army would overrun the camp

 Female SS auxiliaries eating blueberries and then 
mockingly crying and posing with empty bowls turned 
upside down when they are gone

 Numerous hunting trips and portraits of Höcker’s favorite 
hunting dog

Remarkably, many of the album’s pictures were taken when the 
camp’s gas chambers and crematoria were operating at and 
above capacity, as Hungarian Jews were arriving and being 
murdered.  

“The Holocaust is recent history, and much more remains to 
be learned,” says Teresa Świebocka of the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
Memorial and Museum in Oświęcim, Poland. “We know there are 
many more hidden collections like this. They need to be found 
and preserved to help transmit the memory of the Holocaust 
to future generations. Some of these new, unique images will 
enhance our new permanent exhibition.”

An online exhibition of the collection can be found on the 
Museum’s Web site at  www.ushmm.org

How the Museum Received 
the Auschwitz SS Album

In December 2006, a retired US Army Lieutenant Colonel 
and former member of the Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC) 
wrote to the Museum archives. As one of its many tasks as a 
military intelligence agency, the CIC conducted investigations 
of Nazi perpetrators for US prosecutors in the Judge Advocate 
General’s Office after World War II. While stationed in Germany 
in 1946, this officer found a photograph album in an abandoned 
apartment in Frankfurt and took it home with him. In 2007, he 
donated the album to the Museum, but wanted his donation to 
remain anonymous.  

•

•

•

The Fate of Karl Höcker 
and His Photograph Album 

After the Germans evacuated Auschwitz-Birkenau in mid-
January 1945, Höcker accompanied Baer to command Dora-
Mittelbau.  He fled that camp before it was captured by the Allies 
and was eventually captured by the British. Not recognizing 
him, the British released him in 1946 and he reentered civilian 
life as a banker.  Not until the Eichmann trial of 1961 did anyone 
attempt to locate him. In 1963, he finally faced charges at the 
Frankfurt Auschwitz Trial. Baer was also a defendant at the trial, 
but died of natural causes while in custody.  

During the final year of the Holocaust, Höcker was stationed 
at Auschwitz I, a labor camp. Although witnesses, including 
other Nazi officials, testified that he would have been aware of 
the gassing operations and was an administrator of the killing 
operations at Birkenau, a few kilometers away, prosecutors 
could not produce a witness or any evidence directly linking 
him to the killings there. Höcker claimed that he was ignorant 
of these activities. Yet, many pictures in his photo album show 
him socializing with Höss, Mengele, Moll, and others intimately 
involved with the killing process. It strains credulity to suggest 
he would have been unaware of their crimes.  

Höcker was sentenced to seven years in prison, but time 
served was deducted and he was released on parole in 1970. 
He returned to his banking job, and he died in 2000 at age 88 
in Germany.  

Columnist’s View 
Renowned American Op Ed columnist Roger Cohen wrote that 
we now know where Eva from Mannheim and Angela from 
Dortmund and Irmgard from Dresden ended up during the war 
years in the shadow of the Auschwitz-Birkenau crematoriums.

He added, “Inevitably, they pose the question: What would 
you have done? Filled your mouth 
with blueberries or balked and paid 
the mortal price? Perhaps no single 
question is more important. The voyeur 
has the luxury of posing it, whereas 
those living then had to answer it. The 
overwhelming majority acquiesced to 
the unspeakable.”

He added that it has become banal to 
quote Hanna Arendt. But she encap-
sulated these photos’ conundrum when 
she wrote: “Under conditions of terror 
most people will comply but some people 
will not,” adding that “Humanly speaking, 
no more is required and no more can 
reasonably be asked, for this planet to 
remain a place fit for human habitation.”

SS officers, including several SS physicians, sit around a table drinking, probably following a visit 
to a coal mine. United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (Photograph #34797)
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SS officer Karl Höcker and 
some women relax on lounge 
chairs on a deck in Solahuette. 

United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum (Photograph #34584)

Three SS officers socialize 
on the grounds of the SS 
retreat of Solahuette outside of 
Auschwitz.
From left to right they are: 
Richard Baer (Commandant of 
Auschwitz), Dr. Josef Mengele 
and Rudolf Hoess (the former 
Auschwitz Commandant).

United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum 

SS officer Karl Höcker shakes 
hands with his dog Favorit. 

United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum (Photograph #34747A)
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It’s hard to say when a book starts to form. Often it begins to 
take shape in the author’s mind years before he or she puts 
pen to paper. This was certainly the case with my study of 
Australian Jewish autobiography, This Crazy Thing a Life: 
Australian Jewish Autobiography (University of Western 
Australia Press, 2007). 

Approximately 75% of the autobiographies noted in the book 
are Holocaust or Holocaust-related narratives. But I wanted, so 
far as possible, to reflect the full sweep of Australian Jewish 
experience as it appears in autobiographical writing. 

In a sense the book probably began to form as I was growing 
up in the Melbourne Jewish community, in a middle class Anglo-
Jewish family which, having been long settled in the Antipodes, 
was spared direct entanglement in the Holocaust. 

My father, Paul Freadman, showed me what it meant, or might 
mean, to be an Australian Liberal Jew. I was a slow learner, 
taking my good fortune as a member of this rich Jewish 
community too much for granted. I hope that in writing this book 
I have given something back to the community.

Having spent much of my academic life writing in a vein that 
only other academic specialists could understand, I wanted 
this book to be intelligible and interesting for general readers, 
Jewish and others. It is divided into three sections: first, a large 
overview essay which tries to map the terrain of Australian 
Jewish autobiography; second, a series of in-depth essays 
about particularly notable authors, and about the Makor ‘Write 
Your Story’ project; third, an anthology of short excerpts, many 
by lesser-known authors. 

In terms of intelligibility for a general reader, the anthology 
section was easiest to do because the excerpts would speak 
for themselves without comment from me. I had to work hard 
to prevent the in-depth readings of texts in the second section 
from becoming too academic. I hope I managed to do this. 

In terms of keeping the book accessible, the hardest section 
was the first, especially where I dealt with some recent 
academic approaches to Holocaust narrative. This meant 
discussing terms that would be unfamiliar to some readers, and 
familiar but obscure to others – words like ‘postmodernism’, 
‘deconstruction’, and so on.

I did not set out to fashion a ‘new’ academic approach to 
Holocaust narrative. I have no such innovation to offer. But I 
hope that my book makes a contribution to understandings of 

the Holocaust in two ways, among others: first, that it helps 
Australian Jewish autobiographers who have written about 
the Holocaust to find a wider and more appreciative audience; 
second, that it provides the interested reader with some 
understanding of recent debates about certain key issues in 
Holocaust scholarship. 

Perhaps the most important of these issues is this: can narrative 
provide reliable information about what went on in the ghettos, 
the camps, the forests, and so on? To the general reader, this 
might sound like a bizarre, even an offensive question. Why, 
such a reader might ask, would anyone be in any doubt about 
this? And, further, don’t such doubts play into the hands of 
Holocaust denial? 

I try to explain how certain debates about the nature of language, 
narrative, ideology and trauma have led to such questions being 
asked and to show that there can be respectable philosophical 
reasons for asking them. 

Countering Scepticism
But my main aim is to counter what I see as undue scepticism 
about the reliability of Holocaust narrative. In my view, however 
well intentioned, such scepticism can spring from intellectual 
errors and can indeed lend unwitting support to Holocaust 
denial. It does no good to rant and rave about this: calm 
counter-argument is what is needed, and this is what I have 
tried to provide.

I try also to show how Australian Jewish writers, both the 
professional ones and those who have produced self-published 
essays and volumes in small print runs for friends and family, 
have used the subtleties of narrative both to report and to 
explore Holocaust issues. 

I am by no means the first person to have attempted this fusion 
of literary criticism and Holocaust scholarship – indeed it has 
often been attempted, and to very good effect, elsewhere – but 
I believe that I have provided the first comprehensive account 
of Australian Jewish autobiography of this kind.

My analyses of texts are backed by statistical information which 
helps us better to understand the life-histories of these Holocaust 
authors: where they grew up; the importance of Jewishness, 
of whatever kind, in their upbringing; specific details of their 
Holocaust experience; their life in Australia; matters of age, 
gender, and much else. I hope that all of this will be of some 

Exploring Different Holocaust Issues
Richard Freadman
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use, of some interest, and maybe even of some comfort. 

In conclusion, I cannot do better than quote a passage from 
David Landau’s Caged that I use as an epigraph for my book:

“To understand the extent of the human tragedy of the deportation 
of the Warsaw Jews during July and August of 1942 to Treblinka, 
one would have to frame the drama in single images and study 
the details; the faces of the victims. One would need the story 

behind each picture. For only in the individual stories could one 
begin to grasp the depth of the tragedy.”

I hope my book honors those who did not live to tell their stories, 
those who survived but chose not to write, and those whose 
narratives make precious, if all too often horrific, reading.
__________________________________________________

Richard Freadman, a well-known Melbourne writer, is Tong Tin 
Sun Chair Professor of English Head, Department of English 
Lingnan University, Hong Kong

BOOKS

This Crazy Thing a Life 
– Review 

Serge Liberman

In its structure, the book is a triptych, the first part dealing 
with some major issues that attend the writing of Jewish 
autobiography as a genre; the second, containing essays 
focusing upon seven very specific writers and a separate essay 
on the Makor Library’s “Write your Story” initiative; while the 
third section contains extracts from a considerable number of 
the works that have passed through his hands. 

The first of its three parts is an extensive discussion of 
Australian autobiographical writing set against the background 
of Australian Jewish history, population growth and the profound 
demographic, cultural, ideological, religious, organisational 
and political changes that have taken place here from the pre-
war predominantly Anglo-Saxon Jewish life to its profound 
transformation as an immediate consequence of the post-war 
influx of Eastern and Central European Jews as refugees. 
These migrations, attended by the experiences of many of 
uprootedness, stateless wandering, transplantation, refugee 
status and final citizenship gave rise to concerns about how 
to live in this new and unfamiliar diaspora, an issue rendered 
all the more acute with the establishment of the Jewish State 
through its opening for the Jew of a conscious choice where he 
should live out his future.

If living in the diaspora has proved for many to be a complicated 
dilemma, subject to diverse definitions enumerated in the 
book, what might one say of another question that Professor 
Freadman wrestles with – as do many of the authors referred 
to – on being challenged by another long-debated issue, “What 
is Jewishness?” - one corollary of which is “What is Australian 
Jewish autobiography?” - and where is the dividing line between 
Australian Jews and Jewish Australians, these appearing to be in 

This Crazy Thing a Life: Australian Jewish Autobiography, 
by Richard Freadman. University of Western Australia 
Press, 2007, 301p., $39.95.

It is sobering to reflect that the past ten years – certainly the past 
fifteen – have seen the publication of more autobiographical 
books, monographs and essays by Australian Jews than 
the entire preceding two hundred years since their first 
appearance as convicts with the First Fleet in 1788. These 
include autobiographies of politicians and political activists, 
businessmen and communal leaders, artists, writers and 
composers and, most recently, of Holocaust survivors and 
immigrants to Australia, this group constituting the bulk of the 
300 full-length autobiographies and 400 shorter pieces that 
have appeared in assorted anthologies. It is to this last group 
that Professor Freadman gives the greatest weight in his book 
on Jewish autobiography, This Crazy Thing a Life, reflecting not 
only the industriousness of Jewish autobiographers, but also 
the sheer volume of reading that Professor Freadman has had 
to do in mastering a subject that is at once so wide-ranging and 
multi-dimensional.
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considerable part defined by where these Jews appear to locate 
themselves along a spectrum from being resolutely Jewish first 
and foremost at the one end, grading through accommodation, 
integration, acculturation, marginalisation and indifference to 
things Jewish, culminating in assimilation or even hostility at 
the other.

To these two themes – the one reflecting the larger changes that 
have taken place in Australian Jewish life and the other telling 
of the individual responses to them by the writers who have told 
their stories – Professor Freadman raises a third, best introduced 
by Elie Wiesel, as cited by him: “If the Greeks invented tragedy, 
the Romans the epistle, and the Renaissance the sonnet, our 
generation invented a new literature, that of testimony”. This 
opens upon a current trend in contemporary criticism with a 
jargon all its own, among which terms like postmodernism and 
deconstructionism rank highly, and which, put at its simplest, 
questions the capacity of memory and language to accurately 
narrate the past, thereby also questioning the ability to do so 
with absolute truth and completeness – an argument which, 
when taken to the extreme, gives balm to Holocaust deniers 
moving in to challenge the veracity of the survivors’ testimonies. 
Mercifully, in discussing what to the lay public are complex literary 
and philosophical themes, Professor Freadman, while being no 
less scholarly, writes with a lighter hand. He is lucid, articulate 
and particularly accessible as he takes up arms against these 
views, approaching the memoirs with what he calls a humanist 
and empirical approach, analysing them not with dense and 
opaque academese, but more as a commentator, elucidator, 
guide and companion to help his readers to see more deeply 
into the works he discusses.

While this is true of the whole book, this is still more strikingly 
evident in its second part, in which Professor Freadman teases 
out a generous succession of diverse elements, insights and 
associations that a lay reader might so easily miss, as in the 
works of Jacob Rosenberg, Arnold Zable, the Brett sisters, 
Doris and Lily, Mark Baker, David Martin, Andrew Riemer and 
Susan Varga, from whose writings he draws out and discusses 
aspects of trauma and recall, imagination and craft, biblical 
and secular connections, multicultural perspectives, one-time 
gods that have failed and complex family relationships ranging 
from attachment to alienation. Here, as stated earlier, Professor 
Freadman appends a separate essay on the Makor Library 

“Write your Story” initiative, to whose instructors and editors 
involved in guiding people to write their memoirs and having 
them published he pays much-deserved credit.

The last part of the book, as already noted, is an anthology 
of selected extracts from the works of some sixty-six writers, 
who tell variously of life as it was in the “Old World”, of survival 
through the Holocaust in the camps, ghettos, forests, partisan 
groups and in hiding, followed by accounts of living, as it were, 
in limbo as displaced persons, of migration, and of settlement 
in Australia, each of these aspects touching upon relations 
between the generations, the authors’ sense of belonging or, 
conversely, of continuing wariness and insecurity as Jews, their 
degree of Jewish observance, and other matters relating to 
gender and careers.

Although this is a book on autobiography which, by its very 
nature, concentrates on times and experiences of the recent 
and remoter past, it is yet not confined to past times and places. 
Given its scope and its depth, with all of it at once erudite, 
lucidly-written and widely accessible, and complemented by an 
extensive bibliography of autobiographies and other sources, 
it is at once both a model and a fine starting-point for further 
authoritative studies on Australian Jewish literature for anyone 
interested in pursuing this field (in which altogether negligible 
work has yet been done on its home turf) and is further a 
guide and encouragement to anyone else who has a story to 
tell – not only of the Holocaust and of migration, which form 
the greater part of this book, but of the next stages of our 
lives as they evolve here both within the Jewish milieu and in 
our wider engagement with Australian society, this being ripe 
ground for new narratives to emerge laced with the aspirations, 
achievements, ambivalences, wrestlings with identity and 
continuity, and the perplexities and complexities that we, as 
individuals and as a community, continue to confront daily in 
our own lives.

Professor Freadman’s This Crazy Thing a Life thereby becomes 
a book of potential value to all – to individuals, schools, libraries 
and appropriate university faculties both at home and abroad.

__________________________________________________

Serge Liberman is a Melbourne doctor, writer, editor, reviewer 
and bibliographer of Australian Judaica.
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How does a German-born mother, the great niece of Heinrich 
Himmler, explain to her son that one side of her family made 
every effort to wipe out the other side? That his mother’s great 
uncle was the head of Hitler’s SS and the mastermind of the 
concentration camp system ready to eliminate his Israeli-born 
father’s family? How do you explain this legacy, this inheritance, 
to your son?

It is a question Katrin Himmler asks at the conclusion of her 
absorbing book The Himmler Brothers: A German Family 
History, published by Macmillan, which details the lives of 
the three Himmler brothers, Gebhart, Heinrich and Ernst. The 
book has been acclaimed in Germany as an important and 
courageous way of looking at the Nazi years. It also gives 
possible clues to how men and women could act as they did? 
What motivated them? Didn’t they feel any guilt? How could 
so many Germans, from a nation of great culture follow these 
power-hungry killers?

When she was 15, one of her classmates suddenly asked 
Katrin during a history lesson whether she was related to “the 
Himmler”. There was a deathly silence when she stammered 
“Yes”. The teacher lost her nerve and continued as though 
nothing had happened.

Katrin Himmler (born in 1967) says “She missed the opportunity 
of getting us to see what connection, if any, there was between 
us, the new generation, and those old stories’.

She explains it was a question she had avoided for a long time. 
She knew about her great uncle and the “greatest murder of 
the century” and the man responsible for the extermination of 
European Jews and the murder of millions of others.

She said she identified with the victims and was ashamed of 
her name and yet in some inexplicable distressing way often 
felt guilty. But she always shied away from looking at the history 
of her family, until later, by chance, her own father asked her to 
search the Federal Archives in Berlin for files about his father, 
Ernst, her grandfather.

She soon discovered a revealing family story. It seemed that Ernst 
Himmler had been a convicted Nazi who, in return for a helping 
hand by his brother Heinrich, the Reichsfuhrer, SS, carried out 
dubious tasks for him. Gebhard, the oldest of the three brothers, 

was an ambitious 
careerist and a 
convinced Nazi 
from the earliest 
days of the 
party. In 1923 he 
had taken part in 
the Hitler’s Beer Hall Putsch with his brother Heinrich, and later 
made a successful career as a department head in the Reich 
Ministry of Education.

Katrin explains, “I was forced to conclude that both brothers 
had willingly put their expertise to the conviction they shared 
with Heinrich and other relatives, and with colleagues and 
neighbours.”

This was also true of the brothers’ parents. They became 
enthusiastic Nazis, enjoying advantages and privileges that 
Heinrich was able to procure for them, thanks to his position of 
power in the Third Reich.

Part Of Network After 1945
She discovered a folder in her parents’ home that made her 
realise that even many years after 1945, her grandmother had 
still been part of a network of old Nazis, who gave each other 
support. 

While researching and writing the book, she married an Israeli 
and had a son, who would have to bear  the burden of her own 
family’s history. Learning the fact that her father came from a 
Jewish family persecuted by the underlings of her great uncle 
and to this day remain traumatized by the murder of their 
relatives.

“It was clear to me,” she adds, “that I must give my child a family 
history that did not perpetuate the legends current in my family.” 
This led to the writing of her page-turning book.

She says that at some point in their lives her parents came to 
terms with their name – Himmler. When her parents went to 
Israel for the first time to meet her husband Dani’s parents, they 
were relieved to get through passport control without any fuss. 
But their concern, including of Dani’s father, when they checked 
the Tel Aviv phone book and discovered there was actually 
someone with the name of Himmler in it, soon faded. 

Himmler’s Great Niece 
Has Jewish Husband

Stan Marks
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BOOKS

Under normal circumstances Katrin and Dani felt they were 
comfortable in dealing with situations from the Nazi past. But 
when some events arose, they were suddenly reduced to being 
the offspring of oppressors and victims, a German and a Jew. 
There were times when situations arose, emotive words and 
images that set off reactions in both of them. Katrin does not hold 
back and describes her relationship with Dani. It seemed to Katrin 
that Dani had no problem at all living in Berlin, the former capital 
of the Third Reich with a great-niece of Heinrich Himmler.

She explains how they endeavoured to overcome the past. 
Various occasions made them aware of how close below the 
surface the past was still lurking, including in their dreams. 

The book is a memorable insight into the background of the very 
private middle-class family. How did the brothers and, indeed, 
the parents come to follow the Nazi beliefs, the tragedies they 
incurred and how did they live between and during World War 
One and Two?

Heinrich’s Childhood
We move into Heinrich’s childhood – how he learnt to dance, 
became a member of the Alpine and Rifle clubs. However, 
during his student days he frequently suffered from a sense 
of not belonging. He was very critical of others, saying “I just 
can’t keep my trap shut”. His Sundays were often spent on 
solitary excursions. Gebhard and Heinrich took part in weekend 
exercises and target practice.

There are comments by others about Himmler stating he was 
the greatest destroyer of human life that ever existed. He did not 
grow up the lumpen proletariat but in an old middle-class family, 
well educated in the humanities. Some of Heinrich Himmler’s 
biographers make his father’s strictness and pedantry partly 

responsible for the son’ s later horrendous career. 
Strictness, discipline, respectability, the Germans’ 
key secondary virtues, had, they claim, played an 
all-too-important part in the upbringing of the three 
Himmler sons.

Katrin writes that the Himmlers seemed to her to 
have been a perfectly ordinary family.

There are anecdotes about life in Germany, including 
how television was used, especially during the 
1936 Olympic Games. The sets were huge pieces 
of furniture with small screens. But TV was on for 
eight hours daily. The power of communicantions, 
especially radio and the media, are shown. One 
imagines how different events could have been if 
Hitler had the use of all of today’s communication 
miracles. What would it, if anything, have meant for 
Nazism and the world?

We learn of the machinations and the various dreams and rush 
for power, and of the attempted September Munich coup d’etat, 
of the Hitler Putsch in which Heinrich took part.

Heinrich married Marga, a divorcee, seven years older than 
him, to his parents’ disapproval.

But he also had a lover, Hedwig – not only the mother of his 
children, but his confidante, the only person he could talk to at 
any time without fear about any topic. 

Heinrich became Hitler’s Reichstag deputy and chief of the 
Munich police. He worked furiously establishing a prison in 
which political opponents were interrogated and tortured.

He wrote that Hitler was a truly great man and above all a 
genuine and pure man, with speeches that were magnificent 
examples of the German and Aryan spirit.

As the war was ending, Heinrich did not take the advice to hand 
himself in and publicly accept responsibility for what he and the 
SS had done. With a few loyal comrades, forged papers and 
an eye patch, he made a last hopeless attempt to escape. But 
on May 23 he was arrested by the British, and after disclosing 
his identity committed suicide with a cyanide capsule during a 
body search.

The book explains what happened to the rest of the family. But, 
I wonder what will Katrin Himmler, who now lives in Berlin with 
her Jewish husband, tell her son. Give him her memoir to read? 
One wonders what questions he will ask and, indeed, how 
Germans in particular and the world in general will perceive the 
Holocaust when he is a teenager. A book to read, question and 
ponder the future of Holocaust teaching, interest and, above all, 
as a lesson for the future, especially to be always vigilant. 

Gebhard and Anna Himmler with their sons
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The Catholic Church had, with Nostra Aetate N.4, adopted a 
completely new approach to its relationship with the Jewish 
people, said Cardinal Idris Edward Cassidy (who headed the 
Commission of the Holy See for Religious Relations with the 
Jews) in a panel discussion on “The Impact of the Holocaust 
on Jewish and Christian Theology” with Rev. Tim Costello and 
Rabbi Fred Morgan, at the Holocaust Centre in July.

He said, faced with the reality of the Holocaust, the Catholic 
Church, particularly in post-World War II Europe, had to 
accept the fact that, although the Nazi Socialist ideology was 
a thoroughly neo-pagan regime and had its anti-Semitism 
roots outside of Christianity, it was nevertheless obvious that 
the millennium-old teaching regarding the Jewish people in the 
Christian world had made it easier for the Nazis to carry out 
their annihilation campaign. Some members of the Catholic 
Community had simply closed their eyes to what was happening, 
while others saw no problem there or even joined in the criminal 
activity.

In the 1950s, as the horror of the Shoah became more widely 
known, Catholics began to ask themselves what had happened 
to Christian understanding of the brotherhood of man and the 
commandment of Jesus to love even one’s enemies.

The Question of 2000-Year-Old Guilt
Where could one find any justification in the teaching of Jesus 
for a doctrine that placed the guilt for what had happened almost 
2000 years ago on the Jewish people of the twentieth century?

Cardinal Cassidy said it was Pope John XXIII who insisted on 
relations with the Jewish people being on the agenda of the 
Second Vatican Council and entrusted Cardinal Bea with the 
task of preparing a document on the Church and the Jewish 
people for consideration by the Council Fathers.

Pope John was certainly interested in this by a meeting with 
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary in New York, who met the Pope in May 1962. He 
made four proposals for the improvement of relations between 
Catholics and Jews, which had a remarkable similarity to certain 

Meaning of the Holocaust 
to Jewish–Catholic 
Relations

fundamental elements of the document Nostra Aetate N.4. That 
document was approved by an overwhelming majority. It has 
brought about a new theological and practical approach on the 
part of the Catholic Church to the Jewish people. Nostra Aetate 
N.4 begins by indicating what the two religions, Christianity and 
Judaism, have in common, particularly their common roots in 
the fatherhood of Abraham.

Cardinal Cassidy added that the Church believes that the 
mission of the Jewish people was not restricted to their historical 
role as the people of whom Jesus was born, according to the 
flesh (Rom 9:5) and from whom the Church’s apostles came.

Cardinal Cassidy said in the last decade there had been important 
contributions leading to a deeper theological understanding of 
questions of common interest. The most significant of these was 
undoubtedly the statement published in 2002 in the United States 
entitled “Reflections on Covenant and Mission”. The document 
was the fruit of discussions between the Ecumenical and Inter-
religious Affairs Committee of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops and the National Council of Synagogues of 
the USA. The Catholic document concludes with the profound 
statement: “With the Jewish people, the Catholic Church, in the 
words of Nostra Aetate, awaits the day, known to God alone, 
when all peoples will call on God with one voice and serve him 
shoulder to shoulder.”

Reflections on the Shoah
Cardinal Cassidy explained that it must be clear to all that we 
had only reached such a possibility as the consequence of the 
reflection caused by the great tragedy of the Shoah. Also, each 
year since 2002, there has been dialogue between a special 
group approved by the Vatican and the Chief Rabbinate of 
Israel. It has met to discuss the sanctity of life, the value of the 
family, the relevance of central teachings in the Holy Scriptures 
which we share for contemporary society and education of 
future generations.

He added, “I see these theological developments and discussions 
as a response to the challenge that has come to us from the 
experience of the Holocaust.”

Cardinal Cassidy concluded with words from We Remember: 
Reflection of the Shoah, issued by his Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews: “The spoiled seeds of anti-Judaism 
and anti-Semitism must never again be allowed to take root in 
any human heart.”

Cardinal Idris Edward 
Cassidy
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There are a hundred different ways I could start this article, but 
after much deliberation, I think I shall begin with a question.

What does the Holocaust mean to me? 

I’ve learnt about the Holocaust since year 7 of my schooling and 
in greater depth in year 10. In 2008 I will be attending March 
of the Living (MOTL), and I still have another term of learning 
about the Holocaust. My grandmother (Saba Feniger, former 
Centre curator) is a survivor, and although I have read her book 
it has been a while ago and I need to reread it.

My other set of grandparents are also survivors. I interviewed 
them about their wartime experiences for my roots project. 
I’m also reading Ellie Wiesel’s famous book Night. One would 
suppose that a combination of all of these elements would 

Fifteen-Year-Old 
Refl ects on 
Holocaust 
and Youngsters
Gideon Reisner

provide me with an understanding about the events between 
1939–1945. Unfortunately, they haven’t.

Although I could explain about the SS and the terrible 
occurrences that happened at Babi Yar, there is something 
missing. No matter how much I learn, I will never be able to 
fully comprehend the Holocaust, never understand the true 
malice and almost robotic killing that became associated with 
the Nazis, never be able to feel the hunger, or to feel the pain of 
loss and separation. One of the reasons I want to go on MOTL 
is that I can try and experience more aspects of the Holocaust 
and reach a greater understanding than ever before.

I realise that the Holocaust is not just history for survivors. It 
shaped their entire lives. It is somewhere in-between a personal 
history and a chapter in a textbook. I feel that this is not doing 
the true magnitude of the Holocaust justice, but it is all I can 
feel. 

Some survivors maintain the idea that the Holocaust should not 
be learnt in schools anymore. It should be forgotten. They feel 
that it is a part of their lives and it is better left forgotten. I believe 
that the younger generation want to learn about it. Indeed, in my 
Jewish Studies class, most of my peers show a great interest in 
wanting to learn more about the Holocaust. 

Never Forget 
I believe that the Holocaust should never be forgotten. If we 
forget the Holocaust we will never be able to learn from it. As 
the saying goes: “Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.” – George Santayana

Gideon Reisner working on an article about the Holocaust
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I think that although we can never fully understand the 
Holocaust, schools, at least my school, provides an insightful 
curriculum about it. Factually I think that nothing is missing from 
the education. We have watched many documentaries and 
films, but I know that when I actually visit the death camps in 
Poland that it will broaden my understanding more than any 
documentary ever could. 

More could be done in educating the non-Jewish youngsters of 
my age about the Holocaust. I think that it is the most significant 
event in our parents’ and our grandparents’ lifetime. Even those 
who are not Jewish should still learn about it. 

It’s the largest and most brutal genocide that has ever occurred! 
And some youngsters have no idea about it, which, in turn, 
causes ignorance, which then leads to prejudice against Jews. 
We will never be able to live in harmony with other religions if 
we are unable to relate to them. 

I think the younger generations wish to learn about the Holocaust. 
It must be understood that we can never really understand the 
pain that happened. I think that education should continue in 
this area and events such as MOTL should be promoted and 
continued as it educates young Jews from all over the world. 

__________________________________________________

Gideon Reisner did his work experience at The Age, which published 
a much-praised article he wrote. 

There is an ever-increasing interest by young people in the 
Holocaust and especially its relevance for today’s world. 
More than 450,000 students have each spent more than two 
hours at the Melbourne Holocaust Centre since it opened 
in 1984, not only gaining an insight into the Holocaust but 
in combating racism, hatred and prejudice and fostering 
understanding among all peoples.

Foreign educators and some 80 Chinese professors and 
graduate students have learnt about the Holocaust and, 
above all, how to teach it and get its message across for 
all peoples.

For one week in the sweltering heat of Kaifeng, known as 
the ancient capital and home of the renowned large Jewish 
community of China, a conference on the Holocaust was held, 
sponsored by the Task Force for international Cooperation 
on Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research. 
Foreign educators and the Chinese representatives listened 
and exchanged ideas about all aspects of the Holocaust and 
what it meant for today’s world.

The Chinese participants represented a diversity of disciplines 
related to Jews or World War II, including Jewish history, the 
Bible, international relations and the Japanese occupation of 
Eastern China.

According to Dr Robert Rozett, Director of the Yad Vashem 
Libraries, who attended the conference, there were educators 
from the London Jewish Cultural centre, the Centre de 
Documentation Juive Contemporaine, Wannsee House, and 
the Holocaust Museum in Houston. Each brought his or her 
own perspective on the most important aspects of the topic 

to educate members of the world’s largest populated nation, 
most of whom knew nothing about the Holocaust.

The Chinese wanted to know all about the Holocaust. One 
participant, Dr. Zhong Zhiqing, spent some time at the Ben-
Gurion University. She conversed knowledgeably in Hebrew 
and English about the most important fictional writing on the 
Holocaust and is translating Amos Oz’s works into Chinese. 
Other attendees are working on various Holocaust projects, 
including composing studies on anti-Semitism, a concept 
most Chinese find difficult to understand, although traces of 
anti-Semitism and Holocaust denial have risen in China due 
to the internet.

The Holocaust teachers and others are in the forefront of 
taking the Holocaust’s message and events to all Chinese 
and are a most significant bridge of understanding between 
the Jewish and Chinese people.

At an International Holocaust Educators’ Conference at Yad 
Vashem, in 2004, attended by our Executive Director, contact 
with Dr Zhang Qianhong, Professor of History and Director 
of The Institute of Jewish Studies, Henan University in China 
was established. This has enabled the personal exchange of 
ideas between the Holocaust Centre and Henan University.

Growing Holocaust Teaching 
in China

WRONG GUIDE NAMED

In the last issue, due to a technical hitch, we inadvertently described volunteer guide Halina Zylberman as showing  the editor of the 
Jewish News around the Centre when it was Lusia Haberfeld, a long time and highly-valued Centre volunteer guide.
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Ulrich Kopetzki, who spent a year in France under 
the Austrian Gedenkdienst scheme, has written an 
article for Centre News on his experiences of Jewish 
life in France. Ulrich spent much time at the Melbourne 
Holocaust Centre during his Australian stay. Many 
renowned international organizations, including Yad 
Vashem and Anne Frank Centre, are included in the 
internationally-renowned Gedenkdienst scheme.

An Austrian Gedenkndienst student will spend a year 
at the Centre in 2008.

Ulrich Kopetzi writes about his life in France and the 
scheme.

Ever since Napoleonic times, there has been a strong Jewish 
community in France, which, during the years preceding World 
War II, recorded a substantial growth of members, as many 
European Jews hoped to find refuge from the Nazis in France.

In 1933, France generously opened its borders, hoping that 
most of the refugees would only stay for a short period of time. 
But soon, the French were hopelessly over-challenged with 
the large number of mostly Jewish immigrants who weren’t 
planning on travelling any further, but simply wanted to start a 
new life in France. As a consequence, government tightened 
the immigration rules and new immigrants had to overcome 
innumerous bureaucratic obstacles.

Nonetheless, even after 1933, thousands of Jewish immigrants 
arrived in France. When the Second World War began, about 
300,000 Jews lived in the country. Only about two thirds of 
them survived the Holocaust. After 1945, again, about 80,000 
Jews, many of whom came from Eastern Europe, settled in the 
country and thereby laid the foundation stone for a renaissance 
of Jewish culture in France.

One of the most important Jewish cultural organizations in 
contemporary France is “La Maison de la culture Yiddish 
– Bibliothèque Medem”. Formerly founded by Bundists, it is 
nowadays a non-partisan association that committed itself to 
promote the Jewish culture throughout France and Europe. It 
hosts one of the most extensive collections of Yiddish literature 
in Europe and offers a vast variety of cultural programs. Yiddish 

Gedenkdienst 
Student’s Report 
on French Jewry
Ulrich Kopetzi

language courses in numerous levels constitute one of the main 
activities of the centre.

Since 2005, the Medem library hosts each year one young 
Austrian volunteer, who works at the centre for twelve months. 
This happens as part of the “Gedenkdienst” program. Since 
1992, the Austrian organization “Gedenkdienst” (“memorial 
service”) has sent over 200 young Austrians to work abroad 
at various Holocaust centers, Jewish cultural institutions 
and nursing homes around the world, thereby fulfilling their 
compulsory military duty. Amongst the almost 20 partner-
institutions of “Gedenkdienst” are Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, 
the Leo Baeck Institute in New York and the Anne Frank Center 
in Amsterdam.

Last year, in 2006/2007, I was happy enough to be nominated to 
work at the “Maison de la culture Yiddish” in Paris as the second 
Austrian volunteer at this place ever. An about two-year-long 
preparatory phase preceded this venture and it was right at the 
Melbourne Jewish Holocaust Centre, where I first got seriously 
involved with my country’s history and where I eventually made 
the decision to do a “Gedenkdienst”.

It was in 2003/2004, I was in Australia on a one-year Rotary 
Youth Exchange Program, and I was keen on learning about 
Austrian Jews who might have immigrated to Australia after the 
Holocaust. I looked for immigrants who would be willing to talk 
to me and it didn’t take long before I found Eva Marks, volunteer 
at the Melbourne Jewish Holocaust Centre, who was very kind 
and happy to tell me her story. This motivated me to deal more 
thoroughly with the Holocaust, especially the role of Austria as a 
victim and perpetrator, and ultimately led to my “Gedenkdienst”-
year in Paris.

The interest in Jewish culture in France today is as strong 
as ever before during the last decades. The third generation 
of Holocaust survivors is again interested in their ancestors’ 
roots, their grandparents’ culture and are actively studying and 
practicing it. Yiddish courses for children prosper, in various 
Klezmer music ensembles, many young students are actively 
participating and people from all over the world contact the 
Medem library when looking for Yiddish literature. Cultural events 
organized by the “Maison de la Culture Yiddish – Bibliothèque 
Medem” are highly demanded and often sold out. The Yiddish 
culture is being practiced, the Yiddish culture lives.

Ulrich Kopetzki, under the Gedenkienst scheme, at the French 
La Maison de la Cultutre Yiddish – Bibliothèque Medem 
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In the mid nineties, a young reverend 
of the local Protestant Church in 
Ahrensbök, a peaceful little town 
in Schleswig-Holstein between the 
Baltic and the North Sea, overheard 
a girl in his confirmation class say: 
“What do the shitty Jews do in a 
German bible?” 

The reverend was shocked. He decided 
to educate his class on Jewish history, 
research the local history and “walk” it 
with the kids. He was surprised at what 
he found: some ugly Nazi history. 

In October 1933, soon after Hitler had 
taken power, the local Nazi governor 
in Ahrensbök used his discretionary 
powers to establish a small concentration camp. He imprisoned 
people from the region who did not scream “Heil” with the 
growing Nazi hoards – members of the Social Democratic Party 
(SPD), communists, trade unionists, civil servants, members of 
religious sects and homeless people. 

Nobody died in the camp. But people were brutally beaten, 
mistreated and publicly humiliated when they had to march to 
work in white overalls and clogs at minus 27 degrees. The camp 
was closed down in May 1934, and most of the prisoners were 
released. 

A second event occurred in April 1945. Early in the morning of 
a cold spring day about 500 concentration camp prisoners were 
marched through villages and towns of the Holstein region. They 
also marched through Ahrensbök, with SS men on each side 
killing those who broke down or who stepped aside. A grave in 
Ahrensbök holds six unknown victims. The commanding officer 
of this death march was Max Schmidt, an SS man who lived in 
the region. 

The prisoners came from an Auschwitz sub camp, Fürstengrube, 
and from Mittelbau-Dora, a labour camp in the Harz mountains. 
They stayed two weeks in the Ahrensbök area and were then 
marched to Lübeck Bay on the Baltic coast. They were forced 
onto three ships that were crowded with 7000 prisoners from all 
over Northern Germany and Danzig.

Before the Germans had decided what to do with them, a tragedy 
unfolded: On 3 May, the British Air Force bombed all ships 
in the Lübeck bay believing them to be German troopships. 

Ahrensbök – A Memorial With a Lesson  
in Germany
Hannah Miska

Thousands of people drowned, burned to death or sank 
imprisoned in the ships. Only a few hundred were rescued. 
(One of these was Jack Fogel, now a volunteer at the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre.) 

The tragedy has gone down in history as the “Cap Arcona 
catastrophe” – the Cap Arcona was the name of the biggest of 
the three ships. 

For decades few people cared to remember. As in many parts 
of Germany, people in Ahrensbök were only too happy to let 
the past rest. But not the Reverend. Together with ordinary 
citizens from Ahrensbök and other Holstein communities, he 
founded a citizen initiative: to keep the memory alive, to pass on 
to young Germans the lessons learned from history, to stand up 
for democracy and to fight anti-Semitism. Three years later, the 
group received public money and was able to buy the building 
that housed the early concentration camp. In May 2001, the 
memorial was opened with a permanent exhibition which tells 
the story of the death march.

 

Hannah Miska

Tha Cap Arona
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Memorial For Documentation 
The memorial has become a local centre for documentation and 
exhibition, for remembrance and reflection, for education and 
reunions. Monika Metzner-Zinssmeister, CEO, told me that their 
most important aim is to address and reach young Germans. 

“I’m not telling a secret when I confess that Germany has not 
been able to completely wipe out Nazi thinking. Our project in 
Ahrensbök has not been greeted with open arms by the local 
population. There are neo-Nazis in German state parliaments, 
and neo Nazi music bands who poison the souls of German 
Youth. Going to schools, telling young people that nothing 
was good under Hitler, that it’s no fun to live in a dictatorship, 
that even kids as young as them were harassed and put into 
concentration camps – that is our contribution to fight for 
democracy and to fight for the cause that history will not be 
repeated.” 

The educational programme of the memorial – which operates 
with volunteers only and very limited funds – is impressive. 

The three local schools are regularly invited to learn about the 
history of the house and the death march – which had, more 
than likely, been observed by their grandparents. Students 
are encouraged to do their own research about the local Nazi 
history as a school-end project. The results of the projects are 
presented and exhibited in the memorial. Students also did 
radio broadcasts, videos, or participated in bike tours along the 
route of the death march. 

On January 27 – Holocaust Memorial Day – students of all 
schools of the region, workers of the communal administrations 
and apprentices of local trade companies are invited to visit the 
memorial to pay respect to the victims of the Holocaust. 

On 9 November – Kristallnacht, (Night of the broken glass) – 
there is a commemoration in a church to remember how it all 
started. Students organize the whole event, they play music, 
act, or read texts from survivors. 

Sometimes Rock and Pop days are held in the memorial 
– benefit concerts performed by young people. Handicapped 
young people have performed summer concerts. The board is 
organising a meeting between Christians and Muslims from a 
mosque in the nearby town of Lübeck. 

An outstanding event every summer is the international youth 
camp that is organised with Aktion Suehnezeichen – a peace 
organization founded in 1958 by the Protestant Church for 
reconciliation, acknowledging its failing role during the Nazi 
regime. Eighteen to twenty young people from Germany and 
other parts of Europe work and live together for two weeks, 
camping in the garden of the memorial and using the rather 
simple facilities in the house. They do physical work together, 
i.e., renovating the house or cultivating the garden; and they 
do academic work: researching and discussing recent German 
history, learning about the three major monotheistic world 
religions, about different nations, cultures, races and religions. 

An integral part of the camp are visits to a church, a mosque, 
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a synagogue, and to other memorials. In addition, two or three 
young asylum seekers from the region are invited to participate in 
the camp. They talk about their lives and share their experience 
as asylum seekers in Germany with the group. A member 
of Amnesty International is invited to speak about current 
violations of human rights. These initiatives pursue another 
major objective of the group: to not only research the past but 
point out that racist, religious and/or political harassment also 
occur in the present. 

“Most precious to us”, says Monika, “is our connection with 
the death march survivors and their families. In 1997, we, the 
members of the association, sent a letter to some survivors 
whose whereabouts we had discovered. In the letter we recalled 
that the victims of Nazi terror had been subjected to inhuman 
violence and egregious injustice in the name of the German 
people, committed by Germans. We wrote that we were 
ashamed of the suffering that so many people had to bear.” 

Sam Pivnik, a survivor from England, was the first who accepted 
an invitation. When he visited and showed his extraordinary 
willingness for reconciliation, the mayor of Ahrensbök committed 
on the spot to erect a memorial for the death march. 20,000 Mark 
were raised, many people worked voluntarily, and in 1999, fifteen 
young people from Poland, Czechia, Belorus and Germany – 
who paid for their own expenses – sculptured fourteen concrete 

columns with clay panels. Twelve of the columns were erected 
in each village along the route of the death march. One column 
has been brought to Auschwitz-Fürstengrube, and one column 
stands in front of the Ahrensbök memorial.

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Dr Hannah Miska was born in 1955 in Magdeburg, East 
Germany. At 21, she continued her studies in West Germany. 
She graduated in Psychology, attained a PhD, and worked  
as a speech writer for politicians. Subsequently she worked 
within Human Resources, developing organisations, 
coaching and mentoring individuals and teams in Germany 
and other countries and cultural environments in Asia 
Pacific. Recently, she edited a book on political satires.

As a German born long after the war, she doesn’t feel any 
guilt for what has happened, but feels shame. She strongly 
believes that the Holocaust must not be forgotten, and 
wishes to make a contribution to the Holocaust Centre’s  
activities. 

She works with the Centre’s curator, writing stories of the 
survivor guides for display in the museum, researching 
items that have been donated, and translating German 
archival material into English.
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The internationally-famous chestnut tree that comforted Anne 
Frank while she hid from the Nazis has been given a last minute 
reprieve.

A Dutch judge has ruled that the tree, an inspiration to many, 
which was threatened with being cut down, will stay as 
Amsterdam officials consider possible alternatives.

This was the second reprieve. It was granted one in October 
while the Tree Institute investigated ways to support and heal it.

In the latest decision the judge stated that the tree did not pose 
an “acute danger” and dismissed what he termed “extreme 
measures”, such as cutting it down. He added the local officials 
had not considered all other solutions and said all sides should 
come together and come up with alternatives. In a bidding war 
on E-bay before the judge’s decision, a bid of more than $10,000 
was offered for a single chestnut from the tree.

The 150-year-old chestnut, familiar to the many readers of The 
Diary of Anne Frank, suffered from fungus and moths that have 
caused more than half its trunk to rot.Thousands of people from 
around the world had sent protests to save the tree. While in 
hiding from the Nazis, Anne stayed indoors until she and her 
family were arrested in 1944. Anne died in Bergen-Belsen in 
March 1945, just before the end of WWII. The window through 
which Anne could see the famous tree was the only one that 
had not been blacked out in her Holland home.

She wrote in her internationally-renowned diary in February 
1944, that from her favourite spot on the floor, she looked up 
at the blue sky and the bare chestnut tree, on whose branches 
little raindrops shone, and saw the seagulls and other birds 
as they glided by. “As long as this exists, I thought, and I may 
live to see it, the sunshine, the skies, while it lasts I cannot be 
unhappy,” she wrote. “Nearly every morning I go to the attic to 
blow the stuffy air out of my lungs.”

The Amsterdam Council said the state of this monumental 
chestnut was a real danger for its surroundings, including the 
“secret annex” atop the canal-side warehouse where the Frank 
family hid. “Its rapid decay makes it necessary to take action 
now,” they added.

In March 2007, the city council granted a license to have the 
tree cut down. That prompted protests by the Netherlands Tree 
Institute and others who argued it had such historic value that 
extraordinary measures should be taken to preserve it.

The tree has become a symbol of freedom, and also reminded 
many of the million and a half Jewish children who perished in 
the Holocaust, as well as children from other religions. The Anne 
Frank Museum, where the tiny Anne Frank apartment has been 
preserved is visited by men, women and children from around 
the world. It has become a centre for fostering understanding 
and an insight for many into the Holocaust.

Reprieve for 
Anne Frank Tree 
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During the service, totally 
organized and presented by 
students, extracts from tes-
timonies were read, poems 
were recited and prayers were 
said. I am used to speaking in 
front of large audiences and 
I am rarely overly nervous or 
phased by the occasion. How-
ever, as I watched the reaction 
of the students as they entered 
the auditorium with reverence 
and respect, as I watched 
them holding their stone with 
a gentleness and sincerity that 
came from the heart, I could 
not help being overawed by 
the setting in which I found 
myself. I remembered that as 
I entered the school the first 
words uttered to me were “I 

hope that you don’t find anything we’ve done to be insensitive. If 
something is not quite correct, it has been out of ignorance and 
not intentional.”

As I started to speak I became choked with emotion. I thought 
of my sister, who was murdered at the age of nine, without even 
living long enough to have an allocated number so that some 
child in a future audience might have held her name and gently 
caressed her stone. As I spoke, almost outside of myself, I 
thought of those fine young men and women in front of me who 
were being nurtured to become sensitive moral human beings 
and hope lifted my veil of despair and sadness.

After the ceremony concluded, the entire assembly stood up 
and the Principal and I left the auditorium and stood next to the 
Magen David outlined on the carpet. Without one word being 
spoken, students and staff came out in single file and placed 
their stone inside the Magen David. Three hundred stones, 
placed with great deference and bowed heads were laid in front 
of me with some students giving me a nod of thank you and 
farewell as they walked past me to return to their classes.

What was it that evoked such an emotional response from me 
that I could not recover my equilibrium until the next day? It 
was as though I was given the ability, even if for only for a split 
second, to see into the innocent soul of a child and to realise 
how precious a gift each child is for all of mankind.

Inaugural Remembrance Ceremony at 
Caulfi eld Grammar

Caulfield Grammar students at their Holocaust memorial ceremony

I was invited to attend a memorial service for Holocaust victims 
at the Wheeler’s Hill Campus of Caulfield Grammar School. The 
head of Humanities, Mr. Rick Malone, had heard me speak a 
few months earlier at the National Gallery of Victoria, and asked 
me to address staff and students at their inaugural memorial 
service for people who had suffered in different genocides or 
under totalitarian regimes. Students decided that the Holocaust 
should be the first genocide to be memorialised at their school.

I was met at the car park by two students who took me to 
the foyer of a large auditorium where the service would be 
conducted. The students had undertaken a most in depth study 
of the Holocaust and prepared a dozen panels dealing with a 
variety of issues, such as the death camps, the vanished world, 
the Righteous Among the Nations and many more. An outline of 
a Magen David was taped on the carpet.

As each student and staff member of year 10 and 11 entered 
the auditorium, they were handed a stone with the name of a 
person who had been in the camps with his/her number on 
the back of the stone. The students were asked to hold that 
stone throughout the ceremony and to remember that whilst 
the Holocaust was measured by numbers, those numbers were 
made up of individuals, each with a personality and each with a 
potential never fulfilled.

Bernard Korbman
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ARCHIVES 

Acquisitions June 2007–November 2007
Ursula Flicker

The following are the latest additions to our collection:

1. Commemoration photograph, souvenir leaf, special issue stamps and envelopes, and medals 
 Donor:  Mr. Benjamin Anolik, Beth Lohamei Haghetaot, Israel

2. Tracing request from International Red Cross together with letter from Jewish Historical Institute certificate
 Donor:  Mrs. Sula Rozinski

3. Correspondence in Polish/English to obtain compensation with three photographs of family who perished in Warsaw Ghetto and photo 
of father shot by the Germans

 Donor: Mr. Jacob Dale

4. Psychiatric records for restitution claims diagnosed by Dr. Herbert M Bower (1962-1975) deceased. (Restricted)
 Donor: Mr Humphrey Maxwell Bower

5. Photograph taken in winter of 1942 of Jewish burial place in Moldova/Tiraspol 
 Donor: Mr. Udo Traue

6. I.D. Card from D.P. Camp Hof together with 4 photographs taken in Hof, Germany in 1947/48
 Donor: Mr. Mendel Szmerling

7. Series of photographs given to donor by friends, the Clift family of Lilydale Victoria, of their visit in 2006 to the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
Museum on site of the concentration camps

 Donor: Mrs. Esther Werblud

8. Copies of certificate given to Moshe Drobrejcer, together with scanned photographs of the medal, issued by organisation of partisans 
and underground ghetto fighters in Israel on the 60th anniversary of the victory over the Nazis

 Donor: Mrs. Sonia Dobrejcer

9. Copy of photograph with insert of Buchenwald Boys taken in April 1995 in Israel on 50th anniversary of liberation of Buchenwald; 
Invitation to attend the convention; photograph of Mendel Rose; Article in German “Red Cross Children”; Copies of photograph taken at 
time of liberation of  children from Buchenwald

 Donor:  Mrs. Zelma Rose

10. Colour photograph taken (?) at Scheherezade restaurant with gentlemen facing camera is Simon Rosenbaum benefactor of this centre 
Donor: Mr. Moshe Fiszman

11. Suitcase used to travel from Vienna on 10/11/1938 to Australia via London then sailing on Steamship “Aorangi” sailing date 23/11/1938, 
together with steamship sticker and collectables brought in the suitcase.

 Donor: Mrs. Sue Copolov

12.  Coins from Litzmannstadt Ghetto and a badge worn by Jewish police in Warsaw Ghetto collected by donor whilst on March of the Living 
2007.

 Donor: Mr. Henry Borenstein

13. CD’s, program notes, reviews, manuscripts comprising the “Terezin Music Memorial project”. The founder and director being Professor 
David Bloch of Israel, who completed part of his research at this Museum.

 Donor: Mr. Benjie Bloch

The Centre’s Archives asks more donors to bring their
treasured documents, objects and artefacts to it for safekeeping.

All items about the Holocaust are important to reconstruct the past. 
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PERSONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS JAN TO APRIL 2008

Birthdays

Shoshana Loven

Wisia Keller

Eleanor Wingreen

Dahlia Goldberg

Isaac Lesh

Mr Berensen

Harry Schwarz

M Zelesnikov

Gabor Hilton

Debbie Grace

Flora Englin

Avi Paluch

Joe Chilton - 90th Birthday

Weddings & Anniversaries 

Meyer & Rachel Kramer

Mr & Mrs Alfred & Marcia Bondel

Rose Temple in honour of Paul 
Grinwald’s work

Melissa & Eyel Benkal (anniversary)

Ruth and Jack Fogel 50th wedding 
anniversary 

In Memory

Of Moshe 
Szyja Cykiert, Bluma, Beila, Miriam, 
Adela, Szulem Itzchak

In Memory of my husband Alexander 
Gelerman, from his wife Christine.

JHC thankfully acknowledges the following donors who contributed to the Centre:

TUESDAY 1 JANUARY
NEW YEAR’S DAY
MUSEUM CLOSED
 
SUNDAY 27 JANUARY
UN HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
DAVID DE KRETZER, GOVERNOR OF VICTORIA
(DETAILS TO BE CONFIRMED)
JEWISH HOLOCAUST CENTRE

SUNDAY 27 JANUARY
EVENING WORKSHOP
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
DR. NATAN KELLERMAN
(DETAILS TO BE CONFIRMED)
JEWISH HOLOCAUST CENTRE

MONDAY 28 JANUARY
AUSTRALIA DAY
MUSEUM OPEN
 
TUESDAY 4 MARCH
TRIBUTE DINNER TO SHMUEL ROSENKRANZ
VENUE: LINCOLN VILLAGE, TOORAK
(DETAILS TO BE CONFIRMED)
 
MONDAY 21—THURSDAY 24 APRIL
HOLOCAUST AS MOVING IMAGE—FILM FESTIVAL
(DETAILS TO BE CONFIRMED)

PH: 9528 1985 
OR 
admin@jhc.org.au <mailto:admin@jhc.org.au> 
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If you would like details about sponsoring 
or advertising in an issue of Centre News, 

contact Debra Stiebel on
(03) 9528 1985
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