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“There can be no substitute for the experience of seeing with 
your own eyes the paintings of Leonardo da Vinci, the beaks 
of the finches that gave Darwin his first inkling of the theory 
of evolution, or the worn shoes that victims of the Holocaust 
took off before they entered the gas chamber.” 
 —Julian Spalding



 There are many highly significant artefacts in the collection 
including camp uniforms, official documents, photographs, 
correspondence, unpublished diaries, memoirs and artworks, 
and the collection continues to grow. 	

	 The	Ursula	Flicker	Archival	Collection	
 From the day the Centre opened, survivors donated their 

wartime artefacts to the collection. Holocaust survivor 
volunteer Ursula Flicker OAM worked tirelessly to administer 
the archive according to professional standards.

 Currently, the collection includes approximately:
– 200 objects including items such as jewellery and personal 

effects made in secret in the camps. 
– 100 textile items including uniforms and Jewish stars.
– 3,500 original photographs from the period, including 

treasured photos of family who perished.
– 5,500 original documents including letters, postcards,  

official documents and identity cards.
– 250 newspapers from the Holocaust and immediate  

post-war period.
– 550 philatelic and numismatic items including camp  

and ghetto currency and war medals.
– 300 artworks including sculptures, paintings and works  

on paper, some from the Holocaust period and most created 
by Holocaust survivors.

	 The	Phillip	Maisel	Testimonies	Project
  The Jewish Holocaust Centre has over 1,300 video testimonies 

from Melbourne Holocaust survivors, as well as over 200 
audio testimonies. The Video Testimonies Project was 
launched in the early 1990s by Holocaust survivor volunteer 
Philip Maisel OAM. These testimonies provide eyewitness 
accounts of the horrors of the Holocaust, as well as glimpses 
into the vibrancy of pre-war Jewish life in Europe. 

	

Collection	Management
Jayne Josem, Curator and Head of Collections, is responsible 
for the permanent museum display, temporary exhibitions 
and improving access to the collection. 

A team of staff and volunteers work in the collection, 
researching items, translating documents, entering data 
into our catalogue and scanning or photographing artefacts.

The Centre houses the archives in a purpose-built climate-
controlled facility. As custodians over this collection, the 
Jewish Holocaust Centre employs the highest standards 
of storage and preventive conservation to maintain the 
condition of objects. External conservation treatment is 
undertaken in exceptional circumstances for important 
items that have been donated in poor condition.

Research	and	Access
This significance of this collection has been recognised 
worldwide. Currently, this unique collection is accessible 
to students, teachers, researchers, academics, genealogists 
and families of Holocaust survivors. The material can 
be accessed at the Centre during opening hours. Staff 
regularly handle interstate and overseas enquiries directly.

A major project currently underway will launch the 
collection online. This will enable the historically important 
items donated to the Jewish Holocaust Centre to become 
easily available to a global audience of researchers. 

The Jewish Holocaust 
Centre Collection
The Melbourne Holocaust 
survivor community have 
entrusted over 18,000 precious 
items to the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre, material evidence of 
their lives and experiences 
before, during and after the 
Holocaust. 


